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gates, ard one to be chosen by these twelve— || 
gith instructions to take upon themselves the duty 
of endeavoring to procure acompromise embracing 
si the questions now arising out of the institution 


of slavery. ; 
The motion was agreed to, and the question was 





gated to be-on the motion to refer it to a commit- 


tee of thirteen. 


Mr. TURNEY. It is not my purpose to pre- 


sent any Opposition to the reference which is pro- || 


ed. My principal object in rising is to cor- 
rect a misrepresentation of the proceedings of m 
own State in connection with this subject. I think it 
is due to the State which I have the honor in part 
to represent, that this correction should be made. I 
fnd in the National Intelligencer of Saturday morn- 
ing the following article, which I will ask the Sec- 
retary to read. 

The Secretary accordingly read as follows: 


«From the Nashville Union of February 14. 

«Tye SOUTHERN CONVENTION—TENNESSEE AGAINST IT 
_The movers in this scheme abroad will not fail to mark 
the fact that the Legislature which recently adjourned re- 
fused to countenance the proposed Convention here i: June 
refused to appoint delegutes to it—on the contrary, con- 
dened its pur poses, as set forth by some of its advocates, 
inthe most decided manner. Asa sffong indication of the 
feelings which prevailed in that body, the lower house, just 
before its adjournment, passed, by an almost unanimous 
yote, the following resolutions, which were introduced by 

r. Allen: 
ral Resolved by the General Assembly of the State of Ten- 
‘nessee, That the chief source of happiness and prosperity of 
<the people of the United States, both as individuals and as 


| 





‘anation, has been conferred by and through the Union of || 


‘the States, and the adoption of our sacred Constitution— 
‘the adoption of which was effected by the compromises 
‘and concessions of our patriotic sires, both of the North 
‘and the South. 

«« Resolved, further, That the continuation of that hap- 
‘piness and prosperity, and even liberty itself, depends upon 
‘the perpetuity of the Union, ‘one and indivisible.? That | 
‘the destruction of the cause of liberty in our own beloved 
yond wi! not confine its effects to the borders of the home 

of Washington, but would sound the death-kuell of liberal 
‘government in every part of the civilized world. 

“6 Resolved, further, That the patriotic people of the State 
‘of Tennessee, deprecating the sad effects of a disunion of 
‘these States to themselves, to their children, and to the 
‘world, and also feeling a sacred regard to the memory and 
‘serviers of their revolutionary fathers, WILL STAND BY AND 
‘perenpD THE UNION ‘AT ALL HAZARDS AND TO THE LAST | 
‘EXTREMITY.’ ”? 

“We are glad that, so far, Tennessee has no part nor lot in 
this matter. She has refu-ed, by her legislature, to recog- 





nize it, and wisely, too; and it is for the people here to frown 


upon itas it deserves. In the purposes avowed by its pro- 
jrctors, she can have no participation. Her State capital, 
tisteue, may be desecrated by men who, under the influ- 
eof mistaken zeal, or, worse, parricidal wi-hes to blot 
t the nutional existence, may come here; but she, we 
not doubt, will, in all possible ways, enter her solemn 
protest against the whole movement; aud we envy not the 
future of those who, forgetting the d+ votion of the great | 
men Whose last resting place is beneath her sod, shall be 
found consorting with those who would rend in pieces the 
gorious flag under which her patriotic dead gained the 





laurels which now cluster around their tombs.”? 


Now, sir, in the first place, it is not true that 


* any such article as this ever appeared in the Nash- 


ville Union. The Intelligencer has mistaken the 
re from which it has made the extract. 1 have 

fore me the Nashville Union, advocating the 
southern convention 


bigens as strongly as any paper, I 


inany of the southern States. I do not 
charge this as a fraudulent and intentional mistake 
upon the part of the Intelligencer. I know not 
how they fell into the error. 4 doubt not they can 
explain it, and that their explanation will ac- 
company the remarks which | make. I repeat, 
that | make no charge of any intentional misstate- 
ment upon the part of the National Intelligencer. 
nn Mr. President, this does not give the 
, ution as adopted by the Legislature of Ten- 
ie The last resolution is a correct copy, as 
pe it goes, but it leaves out the most important 
. material part of the resolution, and is there- 
ore calculated to make a false impression upon 
public mind, as to the position and the opin- 
"T ‘eae by the ore of that State. 

resolution, as adopted by the islature of 
Tennessee, reads as follows: wgaintee 

Surther, That the patriotic people of the State 


» deprecating the sad effects of a disunion of 


these 
to the re 
world, oer to their children, and to the | 


"vices of their revolutionary 
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fend the Union ‘at all hazards and to the last extremity ;’ {| oO 


and that the only manner by which the Union can be preserved 
in its original purity, so as to secure to the several Stutes their 
constitutional rights, is by RESISTING, AT ALL HAZARDS AND 
TO THE LAST EXTREMITY, anyand all utlempts to violate the 


| spirit and intent of its provisions.” 


{The portion to which the honorable Senator 
particularly referred is printed in italics.—Rep. } 

This part of the resolution, sir, being the most 
important and material portion of those adopted 
by the Legislature was entirely left eut by the In- 
telligencer, yet | do not charge that the editor has 
done it; doubtless he has taken it from some other 
| paper. But certain it is that he did not take it 





|| from the Nashville Union; he must have taken it 


' from some other paper. 

Again, this account is false in this: it assumes 
that the Legislature of Tennessee not only failed 
| to appoint delegates to that Convention, but that 
they condemned the holding of this Convention, 
and the motives and objects of those who have 
moved in it, and who were its advocates. It is 
equally false and untrue—palpably false in relation 
to one party of that Legislature; and | would add, 
sir, equally false as to the other—palpably false as 
relates to both of the great political parties of that 
State. 

The history of the proceedings before the Legis- 
lature upon this subject is this: The Democrats 
had a majority in the House, and the Whigs a 
| majority in the Senate. The resolutions were in- 
troduced into the House, and were, | believe, sub- 
| stantially copies of the resolutions passed by the 
Legislature of Mississippi, with the exception ofa 
| resolution taking a broad and strong ground against 
the admission of California, placing it, I believe, 
| upon the same footing of the Wilmot proviso or 
a territorial bill. These resolutions passed the 
House, and also a resolution providing for the ap- 
pointment of delegates to that convention—a 
southern convention, to be held at Nashville. 
The resolutions passed the House by a party vote. 
The Whigs, however, offered resolutions, substan- 
| tially those which I hold in my hand, and which 
were finally passed by both Houses. And in re- 
lation to the sending of delegates to the conven- 
tion, the Whig party took this ground: First, that 
| they deemed it proper that the people themselves 
| should determine whether they should choose the 
représentatives in that convention; and, secondly, 





'| if they choose to be represented in the convention 


to be held, that they themselves should choose the 
representatives in that convention. Therefore it 
is that | assume the charge contained in this paper 
—copied, I have no doubt, from some other paper 
—is palpably false in relation to both political par- 
| ties of the Legislature of that State; that neither 
party repudiates nor condemns the southern con- 
vention, to be held at Nashville. One of the parties 
advocates it, and maintains that the Legislature is 
the proper party to appoint these delegates, and 
they passed a resolution to thateffect. In one body 
of the Legislature, they had a majority; and in the 
other House where the Whigs had a majority, 
they believed it inexpedient for the Legislature to 
determine upon the propriety of sending delegates 
—far more for them to select these delegates—but 
that they should be selected by the people them- 
selves. 

While I am up, I would say one word further. 
Why does the Intelligencer select those one-sided 
statements coming from the South, and publish 
them in the columns of that paper? I doubt not 
| the editor desires to preserve the Union, and we 
| can find nothing scarcely in the columns of that 

per but the Union and the great Whig President. 

s that the only mode of proceeding? Can the 

Union be preserved by ane course of policy? 
A one-sided opposing of the South, and assuming 
yet a peaceable mode of preserving the Union, is 
but carrying out the designs and wishes of the 
northern fanatics upon the rights and interests of 
the South; and the submission of the southern 
people seems to be the only ceable mode, in 
the estimation of the editor of this paper, by which 
the Union must be ed. 

Mr. President, the people of Tennessee love this 
Union as sincerely—yea, as dearly, as the editor 
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f the Intelligencer; and yet, sir, they must stand 
by the resolutions that they have passed. They 


| have decided upon a peaceful mode of preserving 


it. It is to defend and protect the Constitution 
which guaranties it, which cements it, and which 


| created this Union itself, and without which there 


| 
| 
| 


| South. 
patriotism in the South? 








can be no Union. They therefore resist, at all 
hazards, to the last extreme, any encroachment 
upon their rights—either upon their rights as equal, 
or their rights and property. ‘This, they Say, is 
the only mode by which it can be preserved; and 
it does seem to me that the editor of this paper, 
occupying such a position, the sole object of which 


| 18 to preserve the Union, should not be so remark- 


ably one-sided in all his editorials. Sir, it leaves 
but one impression upon my mind; and that is, 


| that much as he loves the Union, he is willing to 


place it in jeopardy by carrying out those measures 


| which the Legislatures of the southern States have, 
| almost every one of them, pronounced a sufficient 


cause for resistance, in that they foreshadow the 
result of thesdissolution of the Union. If he is 
for the Union, he is for it according to the wishes 
and desires of the northern people. He will 


| jeopard it asa sacrifice, rather than fail to carry 
| Into practical operation the designs of these north- 


ern fanatics which have produced such excitement. 
If he desires the preservation of the Union, let him 
make one or two appeals to his northern friends, 
and not appeal entirely and exclusively tq the 
Does the editor suppose that there is no 
If he does, for one I 
cannot agree with him. The North have nothing 
to sacrifice in regard to this question; for, if they 
have something to sacrifice, they would be willing 
to make an equal sacrifice. They do possess pa- 
triotism; and if the Intelligencer would appeal to 
them, and ask them to stay their hand in their 
onward road of aggression upon the South, they 
would be more likely to preserve it in that way 
than in the mode he chooses to adopt. 

Mr. DOWNS. Will the honorable Senator 
from Tennessee allow me to ask him a question? 


| [t has been stated in many of the papers that the 
| people, or the municipal authorities, | cannot tell 
' which, have interfered to prevent the assemblin 


of this Convention at Nashville. I should be gla 
to hear if the honorable Senator has any informa- 


| tion on that subject; and if he has, | hope he will 


be kind enough to furnish it to the Senate. And 


| as something has been said also about Gen. Arm- 


strong being opposed to the Convention and being 
willing to use Gen. Jackson’s sword to disperse it, 
will the honorable Senator give usany information 
he may possess on that point. 

Mr. TURNEY. Mr. President, my informa- 
tion from Tennessee is that the people are anxious 
that the Convention should sit there, and they 
will afford them every possible facility. I hope 
and believe that they will have delegates to sit 
‘with them, and that these ramors referred to by 
the Senator from Louisiana (Mr. Downs] in rela- 
tion to the declaration of Gen. Armstrong are 
false. I had a conversation with Gen. Armstrong 
on Sunday morning in relation to the misrepresent- 
ations about the resolutions passed by the Legis- 
lature of Tennessee, and in relation to what steps 


| should now be taken, inasmuch as no provision has 


been male for the appointment of delegates. @en. 
Armstrong is in favor of the State sending dele- 
gates to this Convention, and he told me he would 
exert his influence among his friends in the State 
to induce them to call a State Convention and ap- 
point delegates. I, therefore, feel authorized to 
state that the rumor in relation to Gen. Armstrong 
is untrue ard has no foundation in fact. 

Mr. FOOTE. I rise to say that I will not now 
press the motion I have introduced, as the hour 
for proceeding to the orders of the day has arrived. 
1 move that the subject now lie on the table. ‘ 

Mr. HALE. 1 wish simply to ask, what is 
the state of the question now? 

Mr. FOOTE. | wish it to be passed by in- 
formally. y 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The resolution was 
taken up and a motion made by the honorable 
Senator from Mississippi to refer it to a select 
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committee of thirteen. It is now proposed to 
ss by that motion informally. 

Mr. HALE. 1 was absent from my seat just 
now, and did not hear the Senator from Missis- 
sippi (Mr. Foote} make his motion. I had given 
notice that when the resolution came up | should 
offer an amendment to it, in order that it might be 
referred to the same committee and at the same 
time. I hope the honorable Senator will with- 
draw the motion for a moment to allow me to sub- 
mit the amendment. I do not want to discuss it, 
but have en opportunity of voting upon it. 

Mr. FOOTE, I have no objection. 

Mr. HALE. The motion to pass by informally 
being withdrawn, | offer the following amendment: 

* Securing to the inhabitan's of those Territories ali the 


Fivileges and liberties secured to the inhabitants 0 the 
lorthwest ‘Territory by the ordinance of July 13, 1787.” 





1 now renew the motion to pass by this subject 
informally. 
The motion was agreed to. 


THE COMPROMISE. 


The Senate resumed the consideration of the 
resolutions some time since offered by Mr. Cray. 

Mr. MILLER resumed and concluded the 
speech which he commenced on Thursday last. 
{His speech will be found in the Appendix. | 

Mr. RUSK. As there is a special order for to- 
morrow, | will move that these resolutions be 
postponed until Wednesday. 

Mr. WALKER. I would ask if it is the in- 
tention of the honorable Senator to address the 
Senate upon the resolutions on that day? 

Mr. RUSK. That is my object. The motion 
was agreed to, and the resolutions were accord- 
ingly postponed until Wednesday. 


COMMITTEE TO PREPARE A COMPROMISE. 


Mr. FOOTE. I now ask permission, sir, to 
renew the motion which I made this morning for 
the appointment of a committee of thirteen, with 
certain mstructions, for the purpose of maturing a 
scheme of compromise for the adjustment of all 
pending questions growing out of the subject of 
slavery. I will state that the resolution which 
i have presented for this purpose has been care- 
fully drawn; and that it will not interfere in the 
least degree with the propositions that have been 
or may be submitted by any other gentleman. If 
this resoluuion,be adopted and the questions refer- 
red, the resolutions of the Senator from Kentucky 
will aull be before the Senate, as the motion of 

_ the Senator from Missouri to refer the President’s 
message in relation to the admission of California 
to the Committee on Territories, will also be for 
consideration. My object is not to interfere with 
debate, but to let it go on for a few days, and 
in the mean time | hope the committee will be ac- 
corded by the Senate. I have an abiding, an en- 
tire confidence that the thirteen gentlemen selected 
to serve upon that committee will arrange some 
scheme for the permanent adjustment of those 
questions that now agitate the country. And, sir, 
if this be not speedily done, much more serious 
consequences than those which we have yet real- 

. ized wall inevitably ensue. I do hope that, under 
the circumstances, honorable Senators, if they’ 
have not very good reasons for voling against my 
resolution, will sustain it. 

Mr. CLEMENS. How will this committee be 
constituted ¢ 

Mr, FOOTE. The motion is to select by ballot 
Bix Senaturs from the slavebolding and six from 
the free Siwies; and the thirteenth member to be 
chagen by the tweive thus elected; and “the duty 
of the commuttee ts prescribed in the paper which 
I have submited to the Senate. 

Mr. BADGER. Will the Senator modify his 
resolution so that this may be clearly expressed? 

Mr, FOOTE. Certainly, sir, 1 have no objec- 
tion to any modification that may be desired con- 
sistent with the general object. 

Mr. DAYTON. 1 desise to state, what will be 
in the memory doubtless of the Senator from Mis- 
sissippt, and other members of this body, that the 
Senator from New Hampshire has offered an 
amendment to his resolution, and if my recollection 
of that amendment be correct, it brings up the 
whole question that is now undergoing discussion. 
The resolution, together with the amendment, pre- 
sents the very questions that are now in the ceurse 
of general discussion; and | suppose, before we 
can vote upon the main proposition submitted in 
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| hope it may be taken up. : 
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the resolution of the Senator from Mississippi, 
we shall be compelled to-vote upon the amend- 
ment that has been offered by the Senator from 
New Hampshire. 

Mr. FOOTE. Where is the Senator from New 
Hampshire? { warned him this morning that |) 
was going to make this motion, as soon as the 
Senator from New Jersey had finished his speech. | 
I have no objection that the Senator from New 
Hampshire shall offer his amendment, but I wish 
the matter referred as speedily as possible. Be- 
sides, sir, why a resolution involving the Wilmot 
proviso should be referred, 1 cannot understand. 
That would certainly involve no question of com- 
promise. Ihave no objection, however, to allow 
the Senator from New Hampshire to move his 
amendment, if it be deemed expedient; but my 
object is to take up the resolution and have the 
committee appointed. 

Mr. BUTLER. It is not for any purpose of 
creating difficulty on this subject that | oppose the 
raising of this committee. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. I would re- 
mind the Senator that the question is upon taking 
up the resolution. 

Mr. BUYLER. That 1 understand, brings up 
the whole question for discussion; however, | 


‘The question then being put upon taking up | 
the resolution for consideration, it was agreed to. 

Mr. BUTLER. 1 shall oppose the course indi- 
cated by the Senator irom Mississippi very de- 
cidedly.. If these various subjects in dispute ure 
to yo lo One committee, they ought not to go, in 
my Opinion, to such a committee until after a full 
discussion shall have been had here. 

Mr. WEBSTER. Certainly. 

Mr. BUTLER. My friend from Texas is de- 
sirous of presenting his views with referquce to 
the boundary of ‘lexas, ax well as to the subject 
generally; and there are many other gentiemen 
who desire to express their views. 1 have not 
heard the opinions of those genilemen, nor will 
the committee have heard them, if 1 is bow 
raised. Many gentlemen of able minds in this 
body have not yet expressed their views, and the 
better way, it appears to me, would be to let the 
discussion go on in the Senate to its final conciu- 
sion before we submit the matter to a subordinate 
committee, Who will have only such jurisdiction 
as we give to them; in other words, i think we 
should not submit the case to the jury before the 
argument is gone through with. 1 objected to 1 
the other day, and still object. What this com- 
mittee will do, Lam notabie to say. hey may 
bring forward a proposiuon that will contain the 
elemenis of a compromise—but who are lo com- 
pose that committee? lor one, | do not know; 1 
should be willing, however, to trust the committee 
ultimately, whew the subjects now in controversy 
have been tully and freely discussed; and especially 
afier we have had an opportunity of hearing the 





| suggestions of all those gentlemen whose opin- 


ions are enuutled to respect. 1 do not know but 
that the committee may be a very intelligent com- 
mittee, and very capable of bringing forward a 
compromise that will be sausfactory, but i cannot 
suppose that they will be as well qualified to act 
beiore, as they would be after they had heard ail 
the suggestive remarks that may be made by Sen- 
ators here, or at least by those who choose to of- 
fer remarks. Here wiii be a discussion going on 
upon the resolutions of the Senator from Ken- 
tucky; here will be a discussion going on upon 
the mouon of the Senator from Missouri; they 
will be reserved to the Senate while this commit- 
tee will have it within its power to report a bill, 
which might not be reported if the commitiee had 
first listened to the digcwssions that were taking 
place here; if they had first consulted the opinions 
of those whose views it must be supposed are en- 
uuled to respect; if they had paid some attention 
to remarks made outside of the committee. The 
committee will doubtless meet and con/er together 
with closed doors, and it is to be supposed, if the 
subject be now referred, that they will take their 
Own course independeatly of any suggestions that 
are made here. 

i think the course pointed out by the Senator | 
from Mississippi is—and | say so sincerely —very | 
unfavorable to the final and honorabie adjustmeut 
of this question, | say, and | say it seriously, 
that the movement made by the Senator from | 
Kentucky is the most unfortunate movement that 
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has been made yet. He came in too soon om 
his proposition. Sir, 1 must be permitted to “ 
that there is a disposition prevalent to bring pad 


too soon. Many other gentiemen have ropo 
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compromise—and I am willing to listen to 
suggestions. 1 am very unwilling, howey 
take any portion of this subject and commit 
any one committee. As soon as the di 
ended, | will acquiesce in the reference; 
mature reference I should consider a yer 
nate course. 

Mr. FOOTE. I regret to differ with my friend 
from South Garolina, but 1 do so decided! a 
on deliberation. 1 think I have very good o ; 
for differing with him, and such as f hope he 
consider satisfactory. Sir, as I stated before 
resolution is so drawn up as not in the least de 
gree to interfere with the resolutions offered by 
other gentlemen, and not in the least to interfere 
with the course of debate in this chamber, at leas: 
for a reasonable period, I did not expect—and | 
am sure that my honorable friend from Soy) 
Carolina hardly expected—that the subject couig 
be acted upon by the committee as soon as within 
the next four days. | should hope, however, i) ; 
a report would be made by Saturday next; fyy, s, 
help me Heaven, if nothing be done betore Satur. 
day, during the next week occurrences are likely 
to take place of a nature to which I dare not do 
more than allude. I believe, sir, that during this 


Sons 
will 
the 


week these questions must be compromised, or no 


compromise will ee practicable. have good rea. 
sons, sir, for what I state. I personally know the 
facts on which this declaration is based. | hoye 


| looked into the matter. ‘I have conversed with nem. 
| bers of both Houses of Congress; and I state, wpon 


my honor, that unless we do something during the 


| present week, | entertain not the least doubt tha 


| South Carolina, 


| Republic. 


this subject will leave our jurisdiction, and leave jt 
forever. 

Sir, I am no alarmist; but lam in the habit of 
communicating more freely with the members of 
the other House, perhaps, than my friend from 
1 know that I express in this 
statement the opinion of a large portion of the 
members of both Houses of Congress. | did nob 
originate this movement entirely on my own vo- 
lition; but | did it after serious consultation 
with some of the wisest and ablest men in either 
House of Congress; some of the sages of this 
Is it supposed that I wish to inter- 
fere with the Senator from Texas—the Senator 
from Massachusetts, whom some of us desire 
most earnestly to hear? Is it supposed that I wish 


| to interfere and prevent them from addressing the 


Senate on this question, or to prevent the honor- 
able Senator from South Carolina, whose speech 
we hope to hear read in the Senate next Thurs 
day? Certainly I desire to do none of these things. 
But if we raise this committee, and if it be com- 


| posed, as | hope it will be—always excluding 


myself, for 1 feel no desire to be a member of it; 
on the contrary, I feel decidedly averse to being 
upon it—of the ablest and most discreet and most 


| patriotic men in this body, those thirteen mem- 


bers of the committee thus organized will deem 1t 
their duty, | have no doubt, to be present when 
an important debate like this is going on; nay, It 


| will be doubtless in accordance with their inclina- 
| tion to be present. 


Mr. BERRIEN. Will the honorable Senater 
allow the resolution to be read, for the purpose of 


_ enabling us the better to understand his remarks? 


Mr. FOOTE. Certainly. 
The Secretary then read the resolution to ap- 
point and instruct a select committee as follows: 


“ Ta refer to a select committee of six members from the 


' North, and six members from the South, and one member 


to be by them ehosen, with instructions to exert themselves 


| forthe purpose of maturing a scheme of compromise [or 
| the adjustment of all the pending questions growing out of 
| the institution of slavery, and to report by bill or other- 


_ of the character they are, 


wise.”’ 

Mr. FOOTE. Is my friend satisfied? Now, 
this is my view of the subject. I perfectly con 
eur with the Senator from South Carolina that the 
resolutions of the Senator from Kentucky, being 
were most inopportune 
ly presented to us; and I have a much more de- 
cided impression in regard to the debate that has 
occurred —a sort of debate that I think was almost 
inevitable, comming as these resolutions did from 
such a high quarter. Sir, every day that we have 
sat here—deliberating as we call it—agitating the 
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estion of slavery in this hall, we have placed 
pe Union in still greater peril. Itis possible, in my 
to dissolve this Union by agitation within 
ihe halls of Congress. 1am unWilling, therefore, 
iat this debate should progress much farther under 
axisting circumstances. If we can have a practi- 
ws! plan of adjustment presented, or even if we can 
ave & prospective plan presented, that simple 
act, in my judgment, will terid to calm the excite- 
nent that previuls here and elsewhere, throughout 
he Union; and when some scheme, judicious in 
is haracter, Shall be presented to us and adopted 


here, and carried into the House of Representa- 


epinien, 


that it will tend to put an end forever ta, the con- 
troversy Which ‘now so seriously endangers this 
Upion. b believe the remedy to which | have re- 
ferred is the only remedy ; for, sir, if we continue 
discuss these abstract resolutions allthe week, 
we will find atthe end of the week that we have 
Jone nothing except to increase still more the ex- 
cement which prevails in this body, and to en- 
verder, in a still greater degree the spirit of hos- 
tity which is now existing in both Houses of 
Congress. In my opinion, we would find it 
yholly impossible at the end of the week to obtain 
any adjustment of the prevailing difficulties. Be- 
eying this to be the case, and being a sincere 
lover of the Union—having no especial confidence 
inmy ownjudgment, but very great confidence in 
the judgment of those with whom I have consult- 
ed, and for whom I entertain a very high respect 
—| feel bound to persevere in the motion that I 
have made, If it be voted dRvn, let gentlemen 
take the responsibility. Sir, here in the Stnate, 

wiena public discussion is goffg on upon an ex- 
citing question, when honorable Senators feel au- 
thorized to declaim fiercely on either side in such 
amanner as necessarily to awaken feelings of a 
character endangering the safety of the repubfic, it 
is unreasonable to expect thata spirit of compro- 
mise will spring up in our midst; but, sir, send 
thirteen of the more discreet members of this body 
into a private room, there to confer with each 
other calmly and coolly, in the absence of all ex- 
citement, in the absence of every cause of irritation, 
and it will result, I believe, in their agreeing upon 
some plan of compromise that will settle this ques- 
tion forever. 

Honorable Senators may dispose of this motion 
as they please; the responsibility of its rejection, | 
repeat, if they reject it, will rest with them. Iam 
decidedly disposed to press the motion, though I 
cannot now argue it so forcibly as 1 would have 
been glad to do. 

Mr. BUTLER. I have no wish to protract 
this debate. I think the Senate will bear me wit- 
ness that | have shown no disposition to intro- 
duce into our discussions any element of an in- 
fammatory nature. I have long since come to 
the concluston that it has an evil tendency, and I 
am still less inclined to do it now, as we seem to 
be approaching a crisis of a solemn and port- 
tentous character; for it cannot be otherwise than 
highly unfavorable to a deliberate and final settle- 
ment of the question. If it were at a distance I 
could afford to indulge somewhat in the temper of 
the times, but I think the time is past when de- 
camation, inflammatory declamation especially, 
should be allowed; and bas not one of those who 
think that these long protracted speeches are going 
'o have much effect in the settlement of the ques- 
tion. I should like to see the Senate converted 
into a conservative body. Whatever may be the 
result of this controversy, let us remain personally 
upon good terms. If the great-calamity which 
has been indicated should come rene should 

Mto part without having any unkind personal 

feeling with any member with whom I have been 
connected. I have no feeling of the kind. I know 
there have been very free imputations made upon 
some members of this body, especially on some 
gentlemen from the South, but I] have made up my 
mind, thoroughly made up my mind, and when 
that is done it ig unnecessary to indulge in any 
declamation one way or the other. I shall yield 
‘0 no compromise that does not rest ona basis 
recognizing, in my opinion, the equality of pe 
States, 

Mr. FOOTE. Will the honorable Senator 
slow me to say that if the plan proposed by the 
committee should be by them unanimously adopt- 
td, he will not be bound to vote for it; altho I 
4m satisfied, from some little knowledge which I 








syes, 1 cannot doubt it will there be ratified, and | 








possess of the feelings of the members of thi§ || South and six from the North—the 
body, that no plan of adjustment will be brought || point the thirteenth. 


in by any committee that is not fair and honorable | 
on its’ face—fair and equal in reference to both | 
sections of the Confederacy. If the committee | 
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could not agree upon some such plan as that, they | 


would make no reportatall. If they should de- 
vise such a plan, who would not rejoice to see it? 
And if it were not in such a shape that we might 
adopt it, at least it might be presented for our 
mediation: Would it not be better to have 
some definite plan before us, especially when we | 
consider that at present all we have to deal wits | 
abstract resolutions, leading to wild, stormy, and 

almost unlimited debate upon topics which are in | 
the highest degree calculated to excite and distract | 
the country? I believe that if such a plan were 
submitted to us, gentlemen would consider it 
calmly, and that it would have a great tendency to 
allay excitement. I think, too, that the hope of 
the adjustment of all these distracting questions 
would allay excitement in the other end of the 
Capitol. I know this to be the opinion of many 
of the best men in the other House, without re- 
gard to party feelings. They have assured me 
that, if we could do anything here towards ar- 
ranging these difficulties that would not trench 
upon the rights and honor of the South—anything 
that would protect the character of the South in 
the adoption of a plan marked with equality, with 
brotherly kindness—if | may use such a term as 
that—if any such plan should be adopted here, 
and sent to the House of Representatives for adop- 
tion there, good might result from it; for I must 
say, Mr. President, that by large majority of the 
people of this country, the Union is beliéved to 
be in the most imminent danger; and every body 
seems solicitous, if possible, upon any honorable 
pretext that may be offered, to aid in saving it from 
the ruin which is now impending. 

Sir, the present opportunity is a favorable one 
in other respects. We learn that only the other 
day—last Saturday, I believe—a large meeting 
was held in Philadelphia, at which. fanaticism was | 
rebuked, great principles nobly asserted; at which | 
the true spirit of Americanism displayed itself so | 
gloriously as must necessarily have established in 
the hearts of all, that love for our Union which | 
perhaps was growing very faint in the breasts of | 
some portions of the community. I do think 
the present occasion is the most favorable, the 
present time the most opportune of any that can | 


“possibly be selected, for raising this committee, 


and if it could be raised now, and could have the 
advantage of hearing all the able speeches ex- | 
pected shortly to be delivered, they would be 
enabled by Saturday next to reporta plan. The | 
gentleman from South Carolina may shake his | 
head, but I know what I say; let gentlemen take 
the responsibility of voting down the proposition 
if they please. I believe they would report a 
plan with which I should be satisfied, and I would 
never give up a hair’s breadth of the rights, | 


nor do anything to compromise the honor of the | 


South. That committee should be composed, not | 
of ultraists, not of prejudiced men, not of fanat- | 
ics, but it should be formed of the wise men of 


faction, and put it down; who dare to risk them- | 
selves before the country in behalf of the Union. | 
I would risk my life on their being able to report | 
a plan which the whole Senate would be willing to 
ratify. Gentlemen do not seem to comprehend the 
difference between the action of individuals here 
and thirteen Senators acting in a committee-room. 
Each one then would feel himself sustained by 
twelve others. 
which might be recommended, these thirteen men 
of high character, weight, and influence, from every 
part of the republic, would be able to sustain | 
themselves against the efforts of all factions to put | 
them down. 
feeling they would act with becoming firmness; | 
and that plan, thus supported, thus backed by high 


character, would meet with proper respect here, | 


and in the House of Representatives, and through- | 
out the republic, and we should be saved from | 
those evils, to which, as a nation, we are, in my | 
opinion, speedily approaching. 

Mr. CLEMENS. How does the Senator pro- | 

that the committee shall be constituted ? 

Mr. FOOTE. I propose to refer all questions 
connected with this subject to a select committee 
of thirteen, to consist of six members from the 


: 


This they would feel, and upon that || 


| lief. 
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twelve to ap- 








Mr. HUNTER. Who willelect the six south- 


ern members? 

Mr. FOOTE. The Senate, of course. 

Mr. WALKER. In the remarks of the Sena- 
tor from Mississippi he has expressed the be- 





_Mr. FOOTE. Will the Senator from Wiscon- 
sin pardon me for a moment? | propose that the 
committee shall consistof three Democrats from the 
North and three Whigs from the North, and an 
equal number of Whigs and Democrats from the 
South. 

_Mr. WALKER. The Senator from Missis- 
sippi has expressed his strong conviction and firm 
belief that if this committee be raised in the man- 
ner he proposes, they will be able to propose some 
plan for the accommodation of these difficulties 
with which he at least will be satisfied. Accom- 


| panying that remark of the honorable Senator is 


the declaration which he has made before the Sen- 
ate, that he will not give up one hair’s breadth of 
the rights of the South. He construes the rights 
of the South for himself, and of course gentlemen 


‘| of the North construe the rights of the North for 


themselves, and they are-standing in opposition to 
each other, Itappears to me that the declaration 
made hy the honorable Senator from Mississippi 
sounds rather harshly when regarded as coming 
from one who is proposing to be a compromiser. 
Sir, what does the South claim to be her rights? 
The honorable colleague of the Senator from Mis- 
sissippi told us, upon one occasion, what is the 


| least that he will be content toaccept. 


Mr. FOOTE. Will my friend bear with me? 
I did hope that the merits of this qyestion would 
net be discussed now. I hope the Senator from 
Wisconsin will not embarrass the question by dé- 


| bate at this time, which will increase excitement 


on this question. I desire that we may be allowed 
to make the experiment that | have proposed. 

Mr. WALKER. I am not disposed to do any- 
thing that is calculated to produce excitement; I 
think I have shown, on the other hand, some de- 
sire to allay excitement. But 1 was going on to 


| say that the other honorable Senator from Missis- 


sippi [Mr. Davis] gave his explanation the other 
day, and I understood it to be the Missouri com- 
promise line, with a guarantee on the part of Con- 


| gress that slave property should be protected south 


|| line. 


of that line. Well, sir, that amounts to the estab- 
lishment of the institution of slavery south of that 
Now, if that Senator expressed the views 
of the South, if that is the ultimatum, and if there 
is nothing short of that with which they will be 
satisfied, mark my words, you may raise a com- 
mittee here, and you may swear them on the Holy 
Evangelists to discharge their duty to their coun« 


| try, to themselves, and to their God, and they 


will never bring in a proposition which will be 
adopted. . 

Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi. 1 understand the 
Senator from Wisconsin [Mr. Waker] to say 


| that he did not understand my position. 


| Constitution of the United States ever 


Mr. WALKER. I Spoke of the Senator’s po- 


|| sition as I understood it, but I believe he has ex- 
this body; patriotic men—men who. dare to meet | 


plained it several times. 

Mr. DAVIS. My position was, that under the 
species of 
property held by citizens of the United States had 


| a right to go into the territory which is the com- 


mon possession of the United States; that was 
my position. I then stated, in a spirit of compro- 


| mise, that if we could not agree upon the question 


_ which now divides the North an 
In any proposition of adjustment || 


the South—the 
North insisting that slave property could net go 


|| into any of the Territories, the South insisting 


that it could go into all the Territories—if no set- 
tlement could be made between these conflicting 
opinions, I was willing, in a spirit of compromise, 
to divide the territory, waiving the question which 
is presented between the two sections of the Uni- 


| ted States, and to say that the Missouri compro- 


| 


|, ag we 


mise line be extended to the Pacific, specifically 
recognizing that right which we contend to exist 
in all the territory south of the line 36° 30’, and 
giving to the North the territory north of that line 
with slavery prohibited. Tat was a distinct 
proposition; that was a distinct compromise. — 

Mr. BADGER, (in his seat.) Not to establish 
slavery south of the line. 

Mr. DAVIS. No,not to establish slavery; but, 
could not settle this question during the 
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present antagonism, I was willing to divide the 
territory. Not to establish slavery in any part of 
it. No, sir; slavery never was established in any 
part of the United States by law. Property in 


slaves is like property inevery thing else: itcomes | 


from an authority above Jaw; it precedes all law. 
The law only reengnizes it. The recognition of 
the rights of the South by Congress is not to es- 
fablish slavery. We of the South have been 


long willing to stake this question upon the de- | 


cision of the Supreme Court. We have asked of 
the North the right to carry this question to the 
Supreme Court. That right has been denied us. 


We stand now, sir,as we have always stood, | 
upon the Constitution; and if there be no dispo- | 


sition to compromise, we have lived, as we will 
die, by the Constitution. 
is this the position which the Senator from Wis- 
consin thinks will defeat ccmpromise? Is it the 
assertion of the supremacy of the Constitution 


over the will of a majority in Congress which he || 


considers a declaration defeating all propositions 
of settlement? 
Union is already broken. It has no existence 
save what it derives from the Constitution. If he 
supposes that the majority of this Congress shall 


construe that Constitution, and the rights of the || 


minority be held subservient to such construction 


of the majority, then, sir, you may say the Union 
is at an ead, 


I stated an ultimatum, which I thought the || 


lowest we of the South could accept; { made no 
proposition. I stated that 1 would make no propo- 


sition; that 1 looked to the majority to make a || 


proposition; that, if they had none to make, it 
was because they had no spirit of compromise; 
and, without dhe spirit, it is hopeless to think of it. 

i will state, in addition, Mr. President, that | 
agree with my colleague,(Mr. Foors.} | believe 
there is hope in a committee such as he proposes. 
I believe that thirteen Senators sent into a room 
calmly to deliberate, and with a special resposibil- 
ity upon them, removed from the excitement of 


public debate, would more probably produce some- | 


thing likely to meet with general acceptance than 
anything that will proceed from excitement and 
debate here; and, believing so, 1 am willing to 


hazard a committee, but certainly I do not con- | 


sider myself bound by the decision of that com- 
mittee. Surely, the Senator from Wisconsin does 


not expect every one who votes for the commit | 


tee to bind himself hand and foot—to acknowledge 
that he will be subject to the decision of that com- 
mittee, whatever it may be? I will only vote for 


the committee in the hope that they may originate | 
something that will be acceptable to every section | 


of the country, and to every portion of the United 
States Senate. This committee, being organized 


as is proj osed, can never agree upon anything | 


unanimously which shall not be acceptable—at 
Jeast it is to be supposed not; and he who holds 
the balance of power in that committee, being se- 
lected by the committee, may fairly be expected 
to be a man acceptable to both wings of the com- 
mittee. 1 go further, sir. I will state that [ am 
willing to look to the North and far East to select 
the man with whom I will repose that balance of 
pees and I will say this in that confidence which 
feel in the rights of the South under the Consti- 
tution, fairl 
individual, 
there that will stand by the Constitution, and who 
1s above sectional prejudices. 

Mr. BUTLER. 
report of the committee will be satisfactory or it 
will not be satisfactory. If the report should be 
perfectly satisfactory, I would hail it as soon as any 
man on this floor; but if the report should come 


construed. Without indicating any 


and aggravate the excitement in different sections 
of the country; for it would be said, Here is a 
committee organized under auspices well calculated 
to give weight and authority to it; it comes here 
with a projet: it is adopted by the South and re- 
jected by the North, or it is adopted by the North 
sod aulnsted by the ——_ Sir, it would be diffi- 
‘ or any man to stand up against a iti 

in which he could ng entirely cuonerl hewould 


and if it were unsatisfactory, my word for it, it 
wouid be a source of more contention than anything 
which could come to us, provided it were brought in 
& way which might give it an assurance of bei 


Am | understood? And || 


If so, then tie bond of this | 


will say I believe that there is a man || 


I will simply remark that the | 


i " oF it would | 
come here under the strong sanction of authority; | 
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|| satisfacto Iam not opposed to terms of ad- 
|| justment, but I am opposed to precipitate action 
|| which may put in jeopardy the constitutional rights 
|| of either section of the Union. I think, sir, we are 
| moving towards this step by step, and that ** cau- 
‘tion’ should ‘* mark our guarded way.”’ And, 
| sir, if we take one step in creating this commitiee 
|| that should happen to be unsatisfactory to either 
'| section of the Union, we would only be throwing 
impediments in the way of the realization of the 
'| final adjustment of this matter. I have merely in- 
‘| digated that this is my feeling. Iam not very san- 
gine of the success of the scheme proposed. 
Permit me to say here, that | am somewhat 
surprised at the tone of defiance assumed by the 
| gentleman from’ Wisconsin. It comes with an ill 
grace from him to throw down the gauntlet, and 
'| say that the North will not be satisfied with this 
| or that, when we are speaking of the very ele- 
| ments which are to be submitted to this committee 
now, or hereafter, to bring forward a plan of ad- 
| justment. I ¢onot say this with any feeling of 
unkindness; |}ut [ do think the remarks looked 
too much like exhibiting a spirit of defiance, when 
| perhaps the honorable Senator had no such feeling, 
| and did not intend to display any such feeling as 
that. Sir, perhaps | may sometimes have indi- 
‘| cated in my own manner what I would not wish 
| to be supposed; because, let what will come, I am 
| ready to meet it with firmness. But [ intend to 
impose guards upon myself; and whatever may 
| come, [ hope to be able to meet it in such a temper 
| as will provoke no personal irritation, or hostility 
inany way. I-have laid that down as my course. 
|| Unless I am assailed I shall not swerve from it. I 
| have urged my objections to this committee from 
|| a fear that they will increase, instead of diminish, 
| the hazard of the crisis. These are my views. 
| If they are voted down I shall of course acquiesce. 
| Mr. WALKER. The honorable Senator from 
South Carolina is entirely mistaken if he sup- 
poses I intended to throw down the gauntlet. I 
simply intended to express, as I think I did ex- 
press, the opinion that, if what I have said is the 
ultimatum of the South, and that they will not 
give one hair’s breadth, it is utterly impossible for 
a committee to bring any proposition here which 
will be adopted. God forbid that I should throw 
down the gauntlet, or throw out defiance to any 
| portion of this Union. I hope my lips will be 
sealed, and my tongue cleave to the roof of my 
mouth, before I throw out defiance to any portion 
|, of the Union. May God bless it all, and may 
|| harmony and peace prevail throughout every sec- 
tion of this broad land! : 

Mr. BADGER, I am entirely in favor of the 
|| proposition submitted by the honorable Senator 
|| from Mississippi, [Mr Foote,}and | am ata loss 
| to conceive what are the injuries which can be ex- 
|| pected to arise from.it. The appointment of a 
|| committee for the purpose of considering subjects 
|| which are likely to proddce difficulty and disa- 
‘| greement is an ordinary, parliamentary*course, 
even upon oceasions in themselves of small im- 

ortance. Why then should we not resort to it 
in a case of such extreme importanee as that 
whic» now engages the attention ef the Senate 
| and of the country? ‘The reference of this sub- 
|| ject to the committee by no means ties the hands 
of the Senate, in the mean time, from proceeding 
| in any course of discussion or delrberation which 
| they may think proper upon the general topic 
|| which divides itself into so many subordinate 
' 
| 





j 


i] 

i] 

' 
} 
| 
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questions; but there are great advantages, it seems 
/to me, in adopting the course which has been 
| recommended, and is now pressed upon the Sen- 
| ate, to refer the whole subject to this large eom- 


this country, and capable of meeting the wishes 
and interests of each, and making such conces- 
| sions from each portion of the community as may 
‘| be requisite to meeting upon common and fair 
| ground. 
|| _ Now, sir, I agree entirely with the honorable 
Senator from Mississippi, [Mr. Foore,] that in 
'| regard to the constitution of this committee, there 
‘| can be no doubt. Like him I say, that if, upon 
|| such a great occasion as this, | could conceive it 
| possible that the Senate ef the United States 
would construct this committee upon any other 
|| than the fairest, most just, and equitable grounds, 
'| I should at once despair of acompromise. I have 
no such fear. The committee will consist of those 


| 
| 
it 


ng || gentlemen in whom we may all place confidence | 


: 


: | mittee, a committee representing every portion of 
here, and not prove satisfactory either to the North || 


or to the South, it would increase the difficulties | 
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for their wisdom, their integrity, their honoral 

consideration of the difficulties of their Situati te 
and the high patriotism which will, | doubt 
bind every memBer of the committee to 0 
every power with which God has endowed iy 
to save the great country to which he owes hj > 
legiance. Now, sir, it appears to me—_ * 

Mr.CLEMENS. Will the Senator from Nort 
Carolina allow me to interrupt him for a mom a 
The question is not whether the committee “ome 
propose a plan that would satisfy the Senate a 
whether they would propose one that would 1 
isfy the people. It is for that reason that | seats 
the suggestion which I did, and I think jt js = 

rtant. « 

Mr. BADGER. I did not misunderstand th. 
observation, and I understand also the WM portane 
of the suggestion made by the Senator from Ala. 
bama; but what [ was about to say, Mr. Pres). 
dent, was, that there is no necessity at all of Pte 
ting the mode in which these selections are 1o be 
made into the resolution of reference. We shai 
arrange these matters without any difficy\:y 
Every portion of the country has an interest jj 
this great question, and every portion of the coun. 
try will have an opportunity of selecting its own 
representative. who will be voted for by the Sen. 
ate without difficulty, as we have often done and 
are in the habit of doing on other occasions: go 
that, instead of its having the invidieus appear. 
ance upon the record of being a sectional selection 
made by authority from the hittle subdivisions oy 
the Senate, it will be the selection by the whole 
Senate, by the common consent of the Senate, of 
those*gentlemen in every portion of the Union 
who will be most‘acceptable to those whom they 
represent. 

Mr. CLEMENS. That is all I want. 

Mr. BADGER. No doubt; and that is what 
will be aceomplished. ‘It appears to me in this 
case there can be no difficulty. Suppose, while 
the committee are considering this subject, the 
Senate comes to a conclusion that is satisfac. 
tory; it supersedes the necessity of any report, 
Suppose it does not, and we have a report of the 
committee in favor of a particular plan which js 
agreeable to them. ft comes here with the au- 
thority of a committee, and brings with it the 
sanctions of patriotism. The concurrence of the 
committee in such a measure must place those in 
an awkward predicament who will refuse to sur- 
render any portion of their preconceived notions 
or opinions to the an of such a body. It 
controls no one. [f it is wrong or vicious, the 
Senate will vote it down; but when it proceeds 
from such a body, it carries the presumption on 
its face that it must be taken to be correct till the 
contrary is shown. With regard to myself, | 
cannot say a word to indicate my wishes or opin- 
ions on this question. I have my own wishes and 
opinions. I have, personally, strong notions as 
to the manner in which this matter might be and 
ought to be settled, but | will not allude to them. 
I will not throw out anything to create excitement, 
but simply say, that, having my own views and 
opinions, I still stand ready to modify them, and 
to submit them to the general judgment of the 
body, and at least ‘adopt that plan which will give 
general security and peace to the country of which, 
I am proud to say, J am a citizen, and to the con- 
stituency of whom it is my high honor to be the 
representative. 

Mr. DAYTON. It seems to me, Mr. Pres- 
ident, that there is a mere difference of tinre rather 
than a difference of meaning or intention between 
members who have expressed themselves upon 
this subject. This committee may be rape 
of great good. tt may be instrumental in brit 
ing about en adjustment desirable to all parties, 
beth in this chamber and throughout the country 
at large. But the question is not what that com- 
mittee may be instrumental in doing, but itis 
rather, “ Is this a proper time to organize that 
committee? is this the proper time to take the 
question upon the resolution offered to the Sen- 
ate?’ Because, as I have before suggested, with 
respect, the whole exciting part of these ques 
tiops are to be voted upon under the amendment 
which the Senator from New Hampshire offered 
to this resolution. ‘The proposition is, that a con 
mittee, consisting of thirteen Senators, shall be 
organized, with instructions to endeavor to — 
some scheme of compromise, some mode of ad- 


justing all pending questions growing out of the 








igstitution of slavery; to which an amendment has 
been offered securing to the inhabitants of the re- 
ently acquired territories all the privileges and 
iierties which were secured to the inhabitants of || 
he Northwestern Territory by the ordinance of || 
July 17, 1757. 1 read onty the latter part of the 
oroposition of the Senator from Mississippi. 
Now, it is perfectly evident that we are called 
goon to vote upon the great questions involved in 
ihis matter in this sammary and off-hand manner. 
\re we prepared to do this? Will not this be the 
fect, to commit those six gentlemen from the 
North who may deem it desirable at some future 
ume to modify their views? Those very genile- 
menewhom it may be desirable to place upon this 
committe will vote pro or con upon this very ques- 
tion—upon the most exciting part of it. The ef- 
fect will unquestionably be to commit—and to 
commit irretrievably and in a Summary and direct 
mode—those gentlemen upon this great question. || 
[submit, with great respect, that such a course is | 
ywise; that the result is likely to produce harm 
rather than good, Why not tarry a little? Let 
ys wait a little; let usshave the light of the minds 
of other gentlemen who are disposed to give us 
their opinions upon this question—for [ understand 
that there are several gentlemen on the other side 
of the chamber who are desirous of speaking. 
Letus hear what they have to say tous. This mat- 
wr may surely be discussed as temperately before || 
the appointment of a committee as after. Why 
appoint this committee now, befBre gentlemen have 
expressed their views ? Why not rather erri the 
discussion, sum up the whole matter to the jury, 
and then send them out to consider their verdict ? 
Mr. FOOTE. Will my friend allow me simply 
tosay,as | have said before, that the agitation 
which prevails is tending rapidly to a dissolution 
of the Union, and this agitation will continue for 
months if some plan be not adopted to check it. 
Mr. DAYTON. Well, in that matter there is 
only a difference of opinion between the honorable 
Senator from Mississippi and myself. I do not 
apprehend the evil which he does from this talk 
avout dissolving the Union. It is not so frail a 
thing, | have greater confidence than that in the 
ligament which binds us together. It will never 
be talked away. / 
Mr. CLEMENS. I think the Senator is mis- || 
taken. I fear the ligaments which bind us together 
are loosening every day, and for that reason, more 
than any other, { am ready to vote for this resolu- 
tion. If we talk for three weeks longer it is not 
in the power of man to save the Union. 
Mr. DAYTON. That is merely a difference of 
opinion, Certain of our friends on this side of the 
chamber are desirous of expressing their views || 
and sentiments on this subject. Thatis all. But 
if lunderstand this proposition, it is not to stop 
debate. Notatall. Why, there are many of the 
friends of the honorable Senators from Mississippi 
and Alabama on that side of the chamber who are 
desirous of presenting their views calmly, deliber- 
ately, and quietly; and they are desirous, | sup- || 
pose, of presenting those views before this plan is |) 
reported. To take judgment and then debate the 
subject, seems to me objectionable. 
Mr. FOOT, In my opinion the most pressing 
danger is that some of our friends are now urging 
most earnestly the adoption of a specific measure 
which is extremely offensive to the South. So 
long as that measure is pressed, as it is being 
pressed elsewhere than here, and even here to 
fome extent, the public mind will be kept excited; 
twill grow more and more excited the more and 
More this proposition is pressed. If a general 
plan were reported by the committee, this ques- 
tion would be relieved from its present distinct 
character, and intermingled with the various other 
Propositions of compromise and adjustment; and 
the public mind, as well as this hall, would 
thus be freed from one fruitful cause of excitement. 
Mr. DAYTON. I have no doubt that the 
nator from Mississippi exercises his calm, de- 
erate, and patriotic judgment in reference to this 
matter; but, as I said before, there is a difference 
* opinion on this question; and, I ask again, if 
We are called on to vote as to the application of 
the ordinance of 1787 now, what is there left for 
‘sto say on the question of compromise or ad- 
istment? I do not desire to consume further 
— in the discussion of this subject. An impor- 
bo amendment to this resolution has been offered 

y the Senator from New Hampshire. 























Mr. FOOTE. The honorable Senator from 
New Jersey can move that amendment now. 
Mr. DAYTON. Certainly not; that was not 


the purpose of my remark. The Senator from | 


New Hampshire offered that amendment, and 
probably desires to say something upon it. At 





i 
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all events, he desires to vote upon it; and he could || 


not have anticipated that this 
been taken up to-day. 
Mr. FOOTE. I told him distinctly that I should 


question would have | 


call itup to-day. Perhaps-he does not desire to || 


be present.* 

Mr. DAYTON. 
being absent when this question is taken. What- 
ever may be the merits or demerits of that Sena- 
tor, he will never shirk this question. 
rant he will stand up to the square upon it. 
one that I think he will be particularly anxious to 
vote upon. 


I do not desire to consume the time of the Sen- | 


I will war- || 
It is | 


| 
| 


I think he was not desirous of || 


| 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tuespay, February 26, 1850. 

The Journal of yesterday was read in part. 

Mr. BRIGGS moved that the further reading 
be dispensed with. 

The SPEAKER said it could only be done by 
unanimous consent. 
i a, were made from several parts of the 
all. 

The reading having been then concluded, the 
Journal was approved. 

Mr. SAWTELLE asked the unanimous con- 
sent of the House to withdraw certain papers 


| from the files of the House. 


ate by discussing the question further, and will || 
move to lay the whole matter on the table for the | 


present. 


Mr. BERRIEN. Will the Senator withdraw 
that motion for a moment? 


Mr. DAYTON. Certainly. 
Mr. BERRIEN. 


| 
| 


| 


I desire merety to say, Mr. || 
| President, that I do not find the difficulty referred || 


to by the Senator from New Jersey, (Mr. Day- | 


Ton.] Here is a motion to raise a committee 
for the purpose expressed in that motion to 
which an amendment has been offered by the 


| Senator from New Hampshire, [Mr. Hare.}] The 


adoption of that amendment would be the de- 
struction of the original resolution. 
to raise a committee who are to mature a plan of 
compromise upon all the questions in relation to 
slavery. The Senator from New Hampshire [Mr. 


| 


| 
j 
| 
| 
| 


You propose || 


Hate] proposes to amend that motion by instruct- || 


ing the committee to adopt the extreme of the ul- \ the petition of Z. Fuller and other citizens of 


traists on one side of this question. You raise them || Pennsylvania, praying for the 


{ 


Mr. BURT sid, that the gentleman from Maine 
{[Mr. Sawretre} could accomplish his object un- 
der the rule. He (Mr. B.) should, therefore, in- 


sist on the recular order of business. 


The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Maine 


can effect his object by handing in a memorandum 


to the Clerk. 
The regular business (continued the Speaker) 


is the call of the committees for reports. 


The SPEAKER then proceeded to call the com- 
mittees, in their order, for 


REPORTS. 
Mr. BURT, from the Committee on Military 


| Affairs, reported the following bill and joint reso- 
| lution; which were severally read twice by their 


| 
| 


| 


| 
| 


titles and committed to the Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union, viz: 

A bill to increase the rank and file of the army 
and to encourage enlistments; and . 

A joint resolution to restore the settlement of 
the tree months’ extra pay claims to the account- 
ing officers of the Treasury. 

On motion by Mr. BURT, the same committee 
was discharged from the further consideration of 


assage of a law 


with general and undefined power to mature a || granting bounty to the United States army and 
scheme or plan ofcompromise, and then, by the || volunteers who served in the Seminole war in 
adoption of the amendment you take away from || Florida; and it was referred to the Committee on 


them all discretion whatever, and require them to 
adopt the ultra extreme proposition of one of the 


made. 


| parties between whom that compromise is to be || 
The question, therefore, whether gentle- {| 


men would be disposed, in an act of legislation, to |; 
vote for or against the Wilmot proviso, is a ques- || 


tion which cannot arise in this resolution. Gen- 


tlemen who believe that the Wilmot proviso ought || 


to be attached to territorial bills, may well re- 


fuse to vote for the amendment of the honorable | _of | 
|| twice by its title and referred to the Committee of 


Senator from New Hampshire, [Mr. Have,] be- 
cause it takes away the discretion which it is the 
object of the original resolution to give to this 
committee. It takes away from them all possibil- 
ity of fulfilling the purpose for which the commit- 
tee is raised. Therefore, no gentleman who votes 
for that amendment is committed upon that ques- 


i} 


| 


Committee on oe 


Public Lands. 

Mr. B. also, from the same committee, reported 
an amendment to the bill to regulate brevet rank 
and retire disabled officers; which was ordered to 
be printed and referred to the same committee on 
the state of the Union to which the bill on that 


subject had been referred. 


Mr. CALDWELL, of Kentucky, from the 
Affairs, reported a bill for 
the relief of Charles Lee Jones, which was read 
the whole House, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. CHANDLER, from the Committee on 
Military Affairs, reported a bill for the relief of 
William P. Wallace and Joseph R. McFadin; 


|| which was read twice by its title and referred to 


the Committee of the whole House, and ordered to 


tion ; he is not committed when it comes up as a | be printed with the report accompanying. 


substantive act of legislation. I cannot conceive 


this difficulty can possibly arise ; but I have a dif- | 


ficulty upon the propriety of adopting this resolu- 
tion at this time ; and I appeal to the Senator from 
Mississippi to allow at least the interval between 


this and to-morrow to elapse for the purpose of || 


giving us an opportunity of considering this mat- 
ter. There are considerations which recommend 
such a course very strongly. 


Mr. FOOTE. I will not press the motion at 


| 








| 


} 


| 


On motion by Mr. STANTON, of ‘Tennessee 
the Committee on Naval Affairs was discharged 
from the further consideration of the following 
memorials, and they were referred to the Com- 
mittee on Invalid Pensions, viz: 

The memorial of the legal representatives of 
John Jackson, deceased, for a pension for the loss 
of his arm; and . 

The petition of Richard Robinson, of Duchess 
county, New York, praying relief for wounds re- 


this time, if it be the desire of the Senate that it || ©eived in the naval service in the war of 1812, ’13 


shall be deferred. 
Mr. BERRIEN, 


that the Senate do now adjourn. 
The motion was agreed to, and 
The Senate adjourned. 





*We are requested by Mr. Foore to say that 
he did not design to charge Mr. Hare with skulk- 


ing from responsibility. He only meant to be un- | 


derstood as asserting that Mr. Hate might have 
offered his amendment if he had been in his place, 
which he was not.* Neither did Mr. Foote con- 
sider himself as pledged to Mr. Hace to allow the 
latter to offer his amendment, except to Mr. Ben- 
Ton’s resolution. This statement Mr. F. deems 


proper, in’ order to exonerate himself from the 


charge of not having kept full faith with Mr. H. 


| 


I will move then, if it do not || , 
interfere with the views of the honorable Senator, || 


i 
| ation then. 


| 
| 
| 


and 714. 
BOUNTY LAND TO SAILORS. 


Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee, from the Com- 
mittee on Naval Affairs, reported a bill granting 
bounty lands and extra ry the sailors actually 
engaged in the war with Mexico, whether in the 
Gulf of Mexico or on the Pacific ocean; which 
being twice read by its title, 

Mr. S. moved that the bill be read a third time 


and put on its passage. a 
Mr. McGAUGHEY objected to its consider- 
He could see no good reason why 
thia bill should have a preference over a similar 
bill, providing bounty for those who served in the 
war pf 1812. Then, 

On motion by Mr. STANTON, the bill was 
referred to the Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union, 

Mr. WHITE, from the Committee on Naval 


| Affairs, reported a bill for the relief of Horatio 








422 


—— 





—— 


of the Whole House, and, with the report, ordered 
to be printed. 

Mr. WHITE, also, from the same committee, 
reported the following bills, which were severally 
read twice by their titles and referred to the 
Committee of the Whole House, viz: 

A bill for the relief of Mrs. Sarah Duncan, 
widow of Silas Duncan, late master commandant 
in the United States Navy; and 

A bill for the relief of the sureties of Benjamin 
F, Hart. 


WATER-ROTTED HEMP. 


Mr. WHITE aiso, from the Committee on | 
Naval Affairs, reported a joint resolution requiring | 
the Secretary of the Navy to enter into contract | 


for the supply of American water-rotted hemp, 


for the use of the navy, with George W. Billings; | 


which was twice read by its title, with a view to 
commitment. 

Mr. WHITE also, from the Committee on Na- 
val Affairs, to which had been referred the joint 
resolution heretofore introduced by Mr. Mone- | 
HEAD, being a joint resolution in relation to the 


purchase of water-rotted hemp for the use of the || 


American Navy, reported the same back, with a 
recommendation that it do pass. 


Mr. WHITE said he was instructed by the || 


committee to ask that the resolutions be now put 
upon their passage. 
TheSPEAKER. The resolutions will be read. 
The second resolution was read, as follows: 


Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of the 
United States of America in Congress assembled, That the 


Secretary of the Navy be, and he is hereby required, in pro- || 


curing the hemp which may be necessary for naval purposes, 
to purchase American water-rotted hemp alone, or such 
other American hemp as the navy may wish, either by open 
purchase or under contract, as to him may appear advan- 
tageous to the public interest: Provided, the same can be had 
of equal quality with the best foreign hemp, and at a price 
not exceeding the average price of foreign hemp for the five 
years preceding the passage of the joint resolution respect- 
ing contracts for hemp fur the use of the American Navy, | 
approved May 9th, 1848, 

Qd. Be it further resolved, That hereafter the Secretary 
of the Navy, in advertising for materials for the navy, shall 
advertise for cordage, sail-cloth, and duck, manufactured in 
the United States, out of American cotton or hemp; and in 
receiving bids, shall in ali case~ give the preference to the | 


American manufacturer: Provi’ed, the same be in all res- || 


ects equal to the foreign article. 
1 z 


Mr. WHITE said that there was a report ac- 
companying the resolutions, which he desired | 
might be ordered to be printed, notwithstanding | 
that the resolutions might be passed. 

The resolutions were then read 

The SPEAKER said that the question would 
be on the engrossment thereof. 

Mr. GERRY offered the following amendment, 
which was read: ‘‘And that the test of water-rot- 
ted hemp shall be raised from 4,200 pounds to 4,400 
pounds on a rope 13 inches in diameter.” 

Mr. WHITE demanded the previous question. | 

The SPEAKER said the gentleman from Maine 
[Mr. Gerry} was entitled to the floor. 

Mr. WHITE intimated his readiness to accept 
the amendment, and asked the previous question. 

Mr, STANTON, of Tennessee, said that he 
understood the gentleman. from Maine [Mr. 
Geray] offered this as an amendment to the origi- 
nal resolution under the authority of the Com- 
mittee on Naval Affairs, and that properly, it ought 
to have been reported by the gentleman from New 
York, [Mr. Wuire.] The mistake (Mr. S, was 
understood to say) had, he supposed, arisen from 
the fact that the gentleman strom Maine [Mr. 
Gerry] had offered the amendment in commit- 


tee. 

Mr. MOREHEAD said he regretted exceed- 
ingly that the gentleman over the way [{Mr. 
Gerry] had thought proper to offer an amendment 
of this character to the resolution which he an, 
M.) had introduced. He was sure that if the 


en from Maine, or if the members of this 
ouse understood the purport of the resolution, | 


adoption of the amendment proposed. 

r. GERRY (interposing) was understood to 
say that he had reported the amendment under the 
instructions of the Committee on Naval Affairs. 

Mr. MOREHEAD continued. He regretted | 
that the committee should think proper to make a | 
discrimination against our own hemp to the extent 
of two hundred pounds, thus requiring it to be | 
two hundred pounds better than the best foreign | 
hemp. What more could the Government ask than 


they would see that there was no necessity for the | 





| 


| 
'| Navy may make the purchase no matter what the | 
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N. Crabb; which was referred to the Committee that our own farmers who raised hemp should | of the article, and to show that 





make it equal to the best foreign article that was 
in the market? He trusted that the standard 


|| would not be raised. He believed that the Amer- 


| ican farmer could stand this increased test, but 
| there was no necessity to raise the test, when the 
| resolution required that the domestic hemp should 
| be equal to the best foreign article. 

| Mr. GREEN moved that the resolutiens and 
| amendments be referred to the Committee of the 


|| Whole on the state of the Union. The matter 
‘| was an important one, and involved a subject 
| of deep interest to the State which he represented. 


Mr. G. said he would give way at the request 
| of the gentleman from Tennessee, (Mr. Sranton,] 
| who desired to say a few words. 

Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee, said he desired 


to say a word in reply to the remarks of the gentle- 


| gentleman seemed to be under the impression that 
| the addition of two hundred pounds to the forty- | 
| two hundred which had heretofore been the test | 
| for hemp for the use of the navy, was a discrimi- 
| nation against our own country. If gentlemen 
| would look at the tests heretofore applied by the | 
| Navy Department to American hemp, they would 
| find that many samples of that hemp had gone up 
| to a test as high as forty-six hundred; and, | 
although the discrimination required the Ameri- | 
can hemp to be stronger and better than any for- | 
eign hemp had hitherto been, yet facts were in | 
existence in the Navy Department to show that the 
American hemp was able to bear the test. And | 
it was for the purpose of showing that American 
was better than foreign hemp, (a fact which had 
| never before been conceded or believed,) and be- | 
| cause the committee were satisfied that the former | 
would stand the increased test, that they were 
| induced to adopt the amendment introduced by the 
| gentleman from Maine, (Mr. Gerry.] 

Mr. STRONG interposed and said that, with | 
the permission of the gentleman from Tennessee, 
{Mr. Sranton,] he (Mr. Strong) wished to ask 
a question, lt was this: In what respect did the 
| first resolution reported by the committee differ 
from the joint resolution passed in 18438? and if it 
did not difler,where was the necessity for the pas- 
sage of such a resolution ? 

Mr. STANTON. In reply to the inquiry of | 





| the gentleman from Pennsylvania, [Mr. Srrona,] || 


I will state, that he will find that the resolution 
now before the House is peremptory in its char- | 
acter, requiring the Secretary of the Navy to pur- | 


| chase American hemp; whilst the resolution of | 
|| 1848. required him to do so if in his judgment it | 
|| should be expedient. 


Mr. HALL, (to the Speaker.) Is an amend- 
ment to the resolution in order? 


| because the motion to commit is the pending ques- 
tion. 
Mr. HALL said he had understood the gentle- 


|; man from Missouri [Mr. Green} t6 withdraw 


that motion. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair did not so under- 
stand. : 

Mr. HALL. Then I will call the attention of 
| the House to the fact that, in the first of the joint 


|| resolutions, the Secretary of the Navy is required 


/to purchase American hemp only in case he can 
purchase it ata price not exceeding the average 


| sum paid for foreign hemp for the last five years || 


but in the second resolution no 


| preceding 1848. 
| such limit is specified; and the Secretary of ths 





| man from Kentucky, (Mr. Moreneav.} That | 
| 
| 
i 
} 


it 


And the case seems to have || 
been that the Secretary of the Navy never did | 
think it expedient to purchase American hemp. | 


The SPEAKER. No amendment is in order, || 





F 





Neb, 25, 


the American 
an any foreign 


emp. 
|| Mr, EVANS, of Maryland, wished to 
| the bill, as reported, increased the test y 
| eign hemp? 
| ae: eae Certainly. 

ir: ; he gentleman from K 

[Mr. .Moreneap] seemed to think Ont the 
creased test was to be made to apply only to q ‘. 
| mestic hemp. ’ ™ 

Mr. STANTON, (continuing.) 1 thi 
was the intention of it. I did ne Viies eine 
wees particularly. 1 am very sure that it ough; 
to apply to foreign as well as to domestic hen, 

Mr. EVANS. [ call for the reading of ‘the 
resolution. 

It was read, as above. 

Mr. EVANS. Gentlemen see that it applies 
| to foreign as well as to domestic hemp. 
| Mr.MARSHALL. No. 
| Mr. EVANS. Certainly. It says so eXpress. 
ly. 1 want to introduce nothing at all to militate 
against American hemp: on the contrary [ wish 
| to do everything to bring it into use in the navy 
and elsewhere. It is a test which will apply 
equally to all hemp. 
| A few words of further conversation occurred 
| between Mr. MARSHALL and Mr. EVANS of 


|| hemp would bear a test greater th 


know if 
Pon for. 











|| Maryland, upon the extent to which the test was 


to apply. a‘ 

r. BAYLY said, as gentlemen did not seem to 
underStand each other about this resolution, to 
leave them time to examine it, he would move that 
the rules be suspended, and the House resolve it. 
self into Committee of the Whole on the state of 
the Union. 

Mr. GERRY appealed to the gentleman from 
Virginia to withdraw the motion, in order to ena- 
ble him (Mr. aed make a report from the Com- 
mittee on Naval Affairs. 

Mr. HARRIS, of Illinois, appealed to the gen- 
tleman from Virginia to waive his motion so as to 
allow the resolution to be referred and printed. 

The SPEAKER. If there is no objection, the 
| resolution and amendments will be printed. 

Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee. And referred 
to the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union? 

_ The SPEAKER. That question will-be pend- 
| ing. 

| Mr. WHITE. I hope the resolution will not 
be referred. There is an obvious necessity for act- 
ing upon the subject immediately. 

| The SPEAKER. If no objection is made, the 
resolution and amendments will be considered to 
be ordered to be printed. 

No objection was made. 


THE ANNUAL MESSAGE. 


The motion of Mr. Barty being agreed to, the 
House resolved itself into Committee of the Whole 
| on the state of the Union, (Mr. Boyn, of Kentucky, 
in the Chair,) and resumed the consideration of 
the series of resolutions proposing to distribute the 
President’s annual message among the several 
‘| committees of the House. 

‘|| Mr. MILLSON (who was entitled to the floor 
|| from a former day) resumed and concluded his re- 
| marks. [His speech will be found in the Appen- 
|| dix. 

Me. M. haying concluded— 

| Mr. TOOMBS obtained the floor, but yielded to 
Mr. HIBBARD. 


FUNERAL OF GEN. MCNEIL. 
Mr. HIBBARD said: 
Mr. Cuatrman: | am informed that the Senate 


| 





} 
} 


price may be. I hope, therefore, that, if the | have voted to adjourn at two o’clock, for the pur 


House should determine that the joint resolutions 
shall not be committed, but shail be put upon 


their passage, an amendment to the second reso- | 
lution will be adopted, making it similar in ail re- | 
spects to the first—that is to say, that the Secre- | 


| 

| 

tary of the Navy shall purchase sail-cloth, &c.; of 
American manufacture, provided it can be pur- 
chased at a price not exceeding that heretofore 
paid forthe foreign article. 

Mr. EVANS, of Maryland, desired to be in- 
| formed what the reason of the committee was for 
desiring to increase the test? 

Mr, STANTON, of Tennessee, replied that the 
committee were satisfied that the American hemp 
furnished the navy would stand the test of 4,600 
pounds. The object was to increase the quality 


|| pose of affording gentlemen an opportunity to &- 
|| tend the funeral obsequies of Gen. Joun McNett, 
of New Hampshire, which are to be observed 1 
this city to-day, at that hour, with military 
honors. 
I propose, sir, to move that we adopt the same 
course. It seems to the delegation from ovr 
|| State, and to other members of the House with 
|| whom we have conferred, that it would be but 4 
fitting tribute to the memory of an officer so widely 
| distinguished, so eminently patriotic as Generel 
McNeil. 

The hand of death has just stricken him dow? 
suddenly in our midst, while temporarily in this 
if not A o 

ena 








i 
i 
| 


| 
| 
|| city, in the fullness of his glo 

pe He needs no eulogy from me. 





|) years. 
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aa 


tempt none at this late hour. I 





ee 





should utter no || State of New York, asking the reduction of 





postage to two | 








at sa = ' oe 2 
whole country kno || cents per half ounce on prepaid letters. | 
in pore ee be in os oa taeiae that By Mr. KING, of Rhode Island: The petition of Jotn | 
rn ,nobler hear tved, a braver man || Church and others, of Little Compton, Rhode island, ask — 
never trod the field of battle. || ing tor cheap postage. 
if "por the purpose of enabling the House to ad- | yo —_ oasis . Cook and others, of New- 
: Pree | port, Rhode I land, asking for cheap pustage. 
rf. jour, [ mave that the ‘oh tee 8 do now ese. \ By Mr. McLANABAN: The memorial of the President 
The committee rose and the House adjourned, || and faculty of Marshall College, at Mercersburg, Penasyl- 
|| vania, for the reduction of postage to two vents, to be pre- | 
y z by . || paid on letters of half ounce weight; and for the restora- 
. PETITIONS, &e. | tion of the privilege of free exchange for magazines and | 
é The _—— eee emenen &c., were i seWeee, ea eed Sere aS i 
resented under e rule and referred to appro- || 
rate committees: i IN SENATE. 
; By Mr. WALLACE: The petition of Myles Smith and {} Tuespay, February 26, 1850. 
' 4 others, evtizens of Xosk diotrict, Boot Caroline, pening || The Journal of ae having been read— | 
4 Dos e be € she i . Mas 3 u the |) ‘ ; . i. i 
a Setween Yorkville, South Carolia, to Charlotte, i The VICE PRESIDENT announced the busi- 
. North Carolina) to Antioch, on King’s creek. || ness first in order to be the presentation of petitions 


|, and memorials. 
PERSONAL EXPLANATION. 


| Mr. HALE. I want to ask the indulgence of | 
|| the Senate for a single moment to make an expla- | 
| nation personal to myself, a thing which | never 

| did before, and which | hope | never shall again. | 
| L hold in my hand the National Intelligencer, in | 
|, which | see allusion was made to my absence yes- 

of Illinois, asking the establisiment of a mail route from || terday.in debate, and an intimation made that it | 


Shelbyville eee said ~~ a | was intentional. ‘Though | aee that the honorable 
By Mr. CH! -ER: The memorial of Kah-ge-ga-gah- || § i 

pough, or George Copway, asking for the establishinent of mennier from 

au Indian ‘Territory east of the Missouri river. 1] 
Also, the petition uf M. Williamson and others, of Phil- || 


By Mr. TH IMPSON, of Kentucky: ‘The petition of the 
president and Professors of Bacon College, Kenwucky, and || 
)90 other influential and respectable citizens of Harrods- || 
purg, Kentucky, praying for a system of cheap postage. i 

by Mr. YOUNG: The petiuon of Jacob J. Brown and || 
48 others, citizens of Coles county, IMinois, asking the re- 
juction of the rates Of postage to twocents per half ounce | 
yp all prepaid letters. 

Also, tie petition of Robert L. Dulaney and 30 others, 
ciuzens of Marshall, tilinois, for the same purpose. 

Also, the petition of H. J. Atkins and 23 others, citizens 


| 


accustomed magnanimity, appended a note to the 
| report in the Intelligencer and Union that he did 
adelphia, asKing for'the reduction of postage on prepaid let- | not intend to insinuate that | wished to avoid re- 
"hy Mr. BOWLIN: The petition of Wyman Crow and } sponsibility, E'decm it due to my constituents = 
440 others, citizens of St. Lous, praying Congress to re- || state the cause of my absence. The reason is 
jinquish and grant to tie city of St. Louis the islands and || this: There is a distinguished son of New Hamp- | 
shire who lies dead at this moment in this city. 





| 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
} 


battle on the field and on the wave; of whom it 
had been said by one of his comrades in arms, 
that he was the 
| saw under fire. 
| from New Hampshire did, to General McNeil. 


| 
| 
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gathered their frosts upon his brow—to one 


It 
| 


Mississippi, [Mr. Foore,] with his || 


who were given by her during the war of 1812 to | 


rmest and cogjest man he ever | 
I allude, as 1 suppose the Senator | 


423 











whose 
, ardent zeal for his country age could not coal, 
| hor time cover with his rust, it 1s proper, it is just, 





|, our marked respect should be offered on this the 


last occasion when it can ever be connected with 
_ the person of the deceased hero to whose memory 
| | leave others to pay the tribute which is due. 
Mr. HALE. Mr. President, I wish to state in 
| reference to this matter, that immediately upon 
| the decease of General McNeil, there was a con- 
| sultation of the delegates from New Hampshire, 
| and they resolved to attend his funeral as a tribute 
_ of respect to his memory, this afternoon. They 
| devolved upon me the duty of consulting with the 
| military authorities of the city and the army, and 
| Lhave the pleasure to state that General Jones 
| called upon me last evening and stated that the 
“tnilitary authorities, both of the city and the army 


|| entered with great heart into the movement, and 


/are ready to do everything thut is necessary to 
pay appropriate honor to the memory of so dis- 
| unguished an officer of the last war as General 
| MeNeil. 
I have a letter, too, which was written to me by 
General Jesup, in which, speaking of the gallant- 
ry of Goueal McNeil, he says that his coolness 
| upon the field of battle was never surpassed b 
any living man; that in the face of an English 
| battery of nine guns, he formed his regiment with 
/as much coolness as an experienced chess-player 
| would arrange his men upon the chemnboueh 
Knowing that the Senate had agreed informally to 
| enter into Executive session to-day, 1 did not feel 
| at liberty to make the motion on my own author- 
ity, but, at the suggestion of the honorable Sena- 
| tor from Mississippi, 1 will move that the Senate 
| adjourn to-day, at two o’clock, to attend the funer- 
| al of Gen. McNeil; and I will also state to the 
| Senate that the companies of the army under Gen. 
| Jones, and the military authorities of the city 
' under another Gen. Jones, having made arrange- 
ments to pay military honors to the deceased. 
The question was then taken, and the motion 
was agreed to. 


PAPERS WITHDRAWN. 


On motion of Mr. MASON, it was 


| Ordered, ‘That the papers of the heirs of Thomas West, 
} now on the files of the Senate, be withdrawn therefrom. 


SPECIAL ORDER. 


On motion of Mr. HAMLIN, who was entitled 

to the floor upon the subject to-day, the special 
| order, being the President’s* message transmittin 
| the constitution of California, was postponed unti 
| to-morrow. 

On motion of Mr. MANGUM, the Senate pro- 
ceeded to the consideration of Executive business, 
and at two o’clock, in accordance with the resolu- 
tion of the Senate, the body attended the funeral 

| of Gen. McNeil. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Wepwespay, February 27, 1850. 
The Journal of yesterday was read and approved 
HOMESTEADS. 


Mr. JOHNSON, of Tennessee, by unanimous 
| consent, introduced a bill, of which previous notice 
| had been given, to provide a homestead of 160 


| 


Mr. DAVIS. He was distinguished at Chip- | scres of the public domain to every man who is 
pewa and Bridgewater; in the latter battle wounded, || the head of a family and a citizen of the United 
for life made lame; for, though he survived, and || States, and toevery widow who is the mother of 


bars formed and forming in the Missis-ippi, and ali claim || 
Also, the pet tion of J. W. Daugherty and 49 others, citi- At an informal mesvng, of the delegates from that 
wns of St. Low's, praying Congress to reduce the raies of || 
oa || That is the reason | was not present. 
Asp, the petition of William McPheters and 25 ovhers, | 
ci zens of St. Louis, praying the reduction of the raies of Mr. DAVIS. Onthe pert of my colleague, who | 
othet-,0 Brown counsy, VU! io, asking Co.gr:ss to estab- | . ’ - 
neo postage on peje tr ftw cents per || Hosuch charge upon the Senator from New Hamp 
of we city of Charleston. 
By Mr. PEASLEE: Memorial and petition of Isaac || ready to take whatever moral responsibility belongs 
I will add, that it is not | 
Also, the p tition of Elisha Morrill, attorney for the heirs 
of J remiah Prescott and Thomas C nroy, deceased, sol- 
his absence, and he certainly did not intend any 
grauting 160 acres Of la.d t» the heirs or legal represe.ta- || Such towards the Senator from New Hampshire. 
tives of said soldiers. 
for the :edu-tion Of postage to two cents on all prepaid let. | tomed magnanimity, disclaimed any such inten- 
tersof half an ounce. i) tion. 
a “oe 45 others, ciuzens of Portage county, Ohiv, 
or the treedom of the public lands. . : j : 
» wr || struction. I wish now to call the attention of the 
| Senate to that to which the Senator from New | 
Jobusion, Assistant Commissary of >ubsistence aying || 
compensation for services in 2d Regiment Penneylvania Vol’ | whom I suppose he alluded; one of the many 
Regimewt Pennsylvania Volunteers, in the late war with 
Mexico, for bounty land. 
morland county, Pennsylvania, praying for commatation 
pay, On the files of the House, were reterred to the Comuit- 
Jack, who was 4 captain in the revolutionary war, praying 
for commutation pay, on the files of the House, with addi- 


wu sap,ropriated lands within her corporate lisiics 
| State, they devolved upon me the duty of making 
postag’ On prepaid I+ Uers (o the uniform sum of two and a || arrangements for the public funeral this afiernoon. 
hall ¢ nS per ounes. 
postag: on prepaid letters to two and a half cents perounce. || is absent from the Senate by reasen of serious in- 
by Mr. MORRIS: Te pe ition of Daniel Trout and 26 || disposition, lam authorized to say that he intended 
half onuce. ; . - . = . 
By Mr. WOO WARD: The memorial of G orge Hervey, || avoided the moral responsibility of meeting this or 
‘| any other question. He has generaily found him 
Hill, of New Hampshire, in relation to libel suits instituted || . . - 
aygalis: him in the city of New York. || to his peculiar opinions. 
| in the nature of my colleague to have made any 
is insi i i i to a Senator durin 
diers «tf Vaptain Elisha Smith’s comp ny of twelve months?’ [ oe oman os tenes euineiaan 6 
vwiunteers in the war of 1812, for the passaze f au act 
ey ir. BOOTES oP snacen ; Mr. HALE. I remarked that | saw that the 
y Mr. : The petition of Anthony Lane, and - fi ississippi i i “cus- 
10 others, citizens of the city of New York, praying Seastor irom Mississippi had, a 
By Mr. CABLE, of Ohio: A petition from Samuel D.|| Mr. DAVIS. I deemed it necessary to make 
| this statement to avuid the possibility of miscon- | 
Also, from Adam Hoover and 48 others, citizens of Bar- 
ryville, for a seimi-weekly mail route from Canton, Ohio, to 
“aoe hanna aoe, aiaaine ti ' | Hampshire incidentally alluded—the decease of | 
Mr, , of Pennsylvania: The memorial of James | the distinguished son of New Hampshire, to 
anteers, in the war with Mexico. 
Also, the petition cf tdmund Rine, who served in the 2d 
Ou motion by Mr. MANN, of Pennsylvania, the petition 
and papers of Captain Nehemiah Stukely’s heirs, of West- 
we on Revolutionary Claims. Mr. HALE. Yes, sir. 
Also, the petition and papers of the heirs of Matthew 
j 
Honalevidence now presented, were referred to the Com- | 
wittee on Revolutionary Claims. 


\| for a long period continued in the army to render 


lee cr TAYLOR: The petition of Nathaniel Massie, || valuable services to his country, it seems that the 
Sehuatiie eee eee Anderson, and || wound he then received had sown the seeds of 
praying gress to establish a : . : «as gs . 
new mait route, from Chillicothe via Hallsvilie, Adelphi, |, disease in his constitution, which has now led to 
' oan Govey and Gibersonville to Logan, ail in the State of || his decease in this city. : S 
aa Sean the mail should be carried tri-weekly in two- || 1 hope the Senator from New Hampshire will 


By Mr. SAWTELLE: he petition of James L. Brooks make a motion that the Senate adjourn, and that 


, and 47 others, citizens of Skowhegan in the State of Mai the respect of this body may be evinced by attend- 
hosp postage. renee? ayer ing his funeral. He is worthy of all the respect 
peed Mr. HAY: ‘The petition of John Ware, Samuel Shep- || which can he shown to a gallant and deceased sol- 


and 26 others, 


citizens of G ’ 
county, New Jersey. ms reenwieh, Cutmberland 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


dier. ‘Towards him personally | feel the strong 


Also, the petition of Benjamin Acton, jr., George C. |, Wes Of early connection. He commanded the 
ing Con and 40 others, citizens of Salem, New "Srey t ask- || regiment in which I was first promoted when I en« 
cents. Oo reduce the postage on prepaid letters to two || tered the army. He left the service with the re- 


spect of all who knew him, and his memory is 
now cherished with that respect which belongs to 
high gallantry, devoted patriotism, and stern integ- 
rity of character wherever he was known. ‘To 
one who did so much to elevate the standard of 
the American soldier, who bled in youth and faith- 
fully served his country until many winters had 


pe? Mr. WENTWORTH: The petition of citizens of 
'neeton, Burean county, for two cent e. 
\iso, of members of the De Kalb county Common School 
“Oviation for two cent postage. 
» of the citizens of Lroquois county, for Land Reform. 
B *0,~ . \tizens of Chicago for Land Reform. 
y Mr. CONGOR: The petition of 120 students and teach- 
ers, of Cortiandville Academy, in the county of Cortand and 


‘a minor child or children, who may become the 
| permanent occupants and cultivators of the soil; 
|| which was read twice by its title. 

| Mr. JOHNSON said that his object was to 


| have the bill referred to the Committee on Agri- 


, culture. 
+ Mr. THOMPSON, of Mississippi, moved, as 
|| the more appropriate reference, that the bill be 
'| referred to the Committee on Public Lands. . | 
|| Mr. VINTON, remarking that this bill in- 
|| volved a proposition to give away the public lands 
|| of the United States, thought that it should go to 
|| the Committee on Public Lands. 
| Mr. JOHNSON hoped, he said, that the House 
would permit the bill to go to the Committee on 

Agriculture. ; 

|| "Phe question was then taken on that motion, 
|| and was decided in the negative. 
|| So the House decided that the bill should not 
be referred to the Commitiee on Agriculture. 

| ‘The question then récurred, and was taken on 





| 
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the motion of Mr. Tuompson, and was decided in 
the affirmative. 

Mr. MOORE said, he had at an early day in 
the session given notice of a bill similar in char- 
acter. He asked the unanimous consent of the 
House to permit him to introduce it now. 
sent was given, and he introduced a bill to dis- 
courege speculation in the public lands, and to 
secure homes thereon to actual settlers and cul- 
tivators; which was read twice by ita title and 
referred to the Committee on Public Lands. 

CHEAP POSTAGE. 

Mr ASHMUN, by unanimous consent, intro- 
duced a bill, of which previous notice had been 
given, to reduce the rates of postage, and to abol- 
ith the franking privilege; as follows: 


résentatives of the United States of America in Congress 
assembled, ‘Tiiat trom and after the first day of July next, the 
rates of postage upon letters, when prepaid, shall be uni- 


form; andall such letters, passing through the mail, shall || 


be charged by weight, as follows: Letters weighing not 
more than half an ounce, two cents; more than half an 
ounce, and not more than one ounce, four cents; more than 
an ounce, and not more thar an dunce and a half, six cents; 
more than an ounce and a half,and net more than two 
ounces, eight cents; and four cents additional for every 
ounce of greater weight; all letters conveyed ty mnil- 
steamers between Oregon or California, and ports vf other 
parts of the United States, five times the above rates; and 


on all letters which ase not prepaid, the postage shall remain | 


as now established by law. 

Sec.2. Be it further enacted, That it shall be the duty of 
the ostma-ter General to provide suitable letter-stamps for 
the prepayment of postage,of the several denominations, 


of two cents, four cents, six cents, eight cents, and of | 


such other denominations as he may deem expedient; and 
cause them to be furnished and kept for sale in each 


of the Post Offices in the United States; and any deputy | 


Postmaster, who shall fail, by his own neglect, to have the 
same for sale to any person applying therefor, shail be liable 
to a penalty of five dollars for every such failure ; to be re- 
covered by the person soapplying. And any person who 
shall counterfeit, alter, or forge any letter-stamp, or who 


shall, knowingly, have in his possession any false, forged, | 
or aliered letter-stamp, with intent to use or utter the same | 


as genuine, shall be deemed to be guilty of felony, and be 
punished hy fine not exceeding five hundred dollars, or by 
Imprisonment not nore than five years. 

Suc. 3. Ke it further enacted That if by reason of this act 


the compensation of anyd puty postmaster shall be reduced || 


Con- | 


} 





Resolved, That the Committee on Patents be instructed to | this was a 


| 


| ings; and, conscious that he himsel 


inquire into the expediency of some further ‘egisiati?m upon 
this cubjeet, with the view of protesting inve «tors from the 
injury complained of, and that they report by Js or other- 
wire. 


On motion of Mr. THOMPSON, of. Missis- 


| CALIFORNIA. 


|| sippi, the House resolved itself into Committee 
|| of the Whole on the state of the Union, (Mr. 


| 
{ 
j 
j 


| 
| 
} 
Sxorion 1. Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-, || 


‘ 


below the present rate, the Postmaster General is hereby | 


authorized at hi- discretion to increase such compensation, 


aa far as justice and the interests of the Department may | 


require, having regard to the awount of labor and char- 
acter of the service performed, provide! that the whole 


amou tof compensation in any year shall not exceed he | 


amount allowed at the same office in the fiscal year ending 
the first day of July next; and whenever a new post office 
shall be established, th Postmaster General may fix te 
amount of annual compens tion of th deputy post master 
atar te not larger than is allowed at existing offices requir- 
ing the same amo nt of service. 

Sec. 4. Beit further enacted, That the Cranking privilege, 
exerptso far as it may have been conferred by Congress upon 


individuals as a mark of respect and honor, is hereby abol- | 
ished; and the postage of all documents published by either | 


House of Congrese,a dall communications to and from mem- 
bers of either House, mailed during th» session, including 
speeches detiv red therein, aod ail communications :o and 
from the officers of either House upon public service, shall 
be paid out of the contingent funds of the res « ctive Houses, 
under such regulations as ‘ach House shall prescribe for 
itself; and all communi ations to and from the several De- 
partments of Government, properly chargeab e to the publ c 
service, shall be marked as such, and the postage thereof 
be paid like other contingent expenses of the Departments. 

Sec. 5. Be it further enacled, That if the recdéipts of the 
Post Office, including the amount paid on account of the 
postage of Congress and the Departments, shall be insuffi- 
cient to defray the expenses of the Post Office Department 
with the present extent of mail accommodations, and such 
further extension t ercof as may be made by Congress or 
the Department, the deficiency shall be paid out of any mo- 
neyi the ‘Treasury not otherwise appropriated ; Provided, 
that the entire aggregate expenditure of the Pos: Office De- 
partment, exclusive of the salaries of officers, clerks, and 
messengers of the General P st Office and the contingent 
fund of the same, shall not exceed the annual sum of five 
millions of dollars. 


The bill was read twice ly itg title and referred 


to the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads. 


BRANCH MINT. 


Mr. BRIGGS, by unanimous consent, intro- 
duced a bill, of which previous notice had been 
given, to establish a branch of the mint of the 
United States in the city of New York; which was 
read twice and referred to the Committee of Ways 
and Means. 

Mr. PECK, by unanimous consent, offered the 
sso, — le and resolution, which were 
read, and the resolution was agreed to: 


Whereas, the owners of important inventions complain 
that great injustice is done them, by the unauthorized erec- 
tion of machines in the Provinces of Canada, for which they 
have eee per patent under acts of © , by 
which machines are manufactured in said provinces. 
and sent inio the United States for sale: ee 





| 


| 


| 


} 
| 
} 


j 


| 
| 
i 





| Born, of Kentucky, in the chair.) 


The CHAIRMAN stated the pending business 
to be the resolutions referring the President’s mes- 
sage to the appropriate committees. 


from yesterday,) remarking that it seemed to be 
the wish of the House to take up the. California 
bill, and that he had no choice about it, moved to 
lay aside the President’s annual message and take 


‘| up the California message. 


The question was taken and agreed to. 


So the Committee proceeded to the considera- 
tion of the message of the President communica- 
ting the constitution of California. 

Mr. TOOMBS, (still retaining his right to the 
floor,) yielded at the request of 2 

Mr. DOTY, who said he wished to submit a 
io maga to the Committee. He moved the fol- 
owing: 

Ain Act to admit the State of California into the Union. 

Whereas, the people of California have formed for them- 
selves a Constitution and State Government, and applied 
for admission into the Union as a State; and whereas, the 
said Constitution has been officially communicated to Con- 
gress, and is republican: Therefore, 

Sec. 1. Be it enacted, §c., That the State of California, 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


} 
| 


| was not to be understood as holdi 


| 


Mr. TOOMBS, (who was entitled to the floor || respect of the members of Congress, if he a. 


' 
| 


|| National Government and a cm pred Sarg 
0 


7 F eb. 27, 
ple who had contemplated this 


question without reference to geog hieal 
re fee|. 


; 3 ad 
| and entertained opinions upon ail geet nt 


| tions which had engaged the attention of the Peq 
eral Legislature—opinions formed without ae 
| regard to his own geographical position—he on 
| felt at liberty, as he hoped he always should feet 
| to participate in debate here upon a nationa| at 
| form. But, in making use of this language, he 
an in 

or confused idea of a national p ion 
| would feel that he had but a very small title to the 
| posed, that in legislating upon a national Platform 
, he was to legislate without regard to the Federal 
| character of the Government which constituted the 

nation. He used the term ** nation,” without an 

| desire to sulject himself to hypercriticism, ‘7, 
| him, at this moment, it was a matter of perfect jn. 


'| difference whether, as the gen'leman from North 


1 Carolina, (Mr. Venasie,] who had spoken hag 


argued, we should be calied a Confederated Re. 
public of States,a Confederacy of States, or q 
He 


| believed that, within the limits of the NSti\ution, 


|| we were a nation, They were here to legislate 


with the boundaries described in the said Constitution, | 
shail be one, and is hereby declared to be one of the United 


States of America, and admitted into the Union on an 


equal footing with the original States, in all respects what- | 


ever. 

Sec. 2. Thesaid State of California shall never interfere 
with the primary disposal of the soil within the same by 
the United States, nor with any regulations Congress make 


for securing the title in such soil to bona-fide purchasers | 


thereof, and no tax shall be imposed on lands, the property 
of the United States; which said provisions are hereby de- 
clared to be fundamental conditions upon which the said 
State is admitted into the Union. 


read, pfoposing the Missouri compromise line. 
[A copy of the amendment was not obtained. 

Mr. McLANE, of Maryland, said he desired 
to know whether amendments submitted in this 
way cut off other amendments, or whether they 
| were read for information merely ? 


The Cuasnman’s reply was not heard, as he 
| addressed himself to Mr. McLane on the other | 


| side of the hall from the reporter. (The propasi- 


tions of Mr. Doty and Mr. Green were under- 


stood by the reporter to have been received.) 


| 


Mr. GREEN (the floor being further yielded | 
by Mr. T.) offered an amendment, which was not || tion had been brought home to the bosom of every 


Mr. McLANE objected to further amendments | 
| being received in this way by the gentleman from | 


| Georgia (Mr. Toomss] yielding to gentlemen to 
| enable them to offer them. 


(| Mr. TOOMBS resumed the floor and addressed 


| the committee during his hour upon the slavery 
| question. [His speech will appear hereafter. } 
| Mr. BAKER obtained the floor, and addressed 
| the committee during the hour in remarks whjch 
| will be published hereafter. 

Mr. McLANE, of Maryland, said that there 


the obligation pressing upon him to contribute, 


power, to direct the public sentiment of this 


| House, to direct the public sentiment of the Le- | 
| gislature of this country, with a spirit and witha | by the adoption of the California State constitu- 


| great principle, that the just welfare of the people 
| of all the States was intimately, if not indisso- 
lubly connected with the welfare of the Federal 
Government, and the existence of the Federal 
Constitution itself. Coming into this House as 
the Representative of a constituency who had fre- 
quently been referred to in the course of the debate 





as a border eee representing a portion of | 


the people of 


| 


was no gentleman on this floor who, throughout || 
|| the debate, had felt more strongly than himself | 


| 


| in as humble a manner as might be within his | 
| 


| motive looking to the just rights of every part of | 
| the country—and to the welfare of the people of | 
| all the States; recognizing at the same time the || 


| 
| 


| for the nation—they ~vere here to legislate for the 


|, people of the United States; and although, as he 


_ had said, he represented a border people, (in view 


of sectional issues,) and although: the will of the 
people of that region, whenever that will was 
clearly expressed, was his guide, yet on abstract 
questions, and in matters involving immediate ac. 
tion, he hoped that they knew and felt that he 
legislated for the people of all the States, and for 
the Government which the people of all the Siates 
had formed. It seemed, unfortunately, to be the 
fact, that all those general issues which ordinarily 
engeged the attention of Congress had passed 
away. Asa general rule, he could not concede 
the propriety and wisdom of confining his re- 
marks, when he entered into debate here, to a sin- 
gle isolated point, and permitting that to engross 
the whole wisdom and patriotism of the American 
Congress. But he felt—and probably this convic- 


gentleman here—that these issues, which had hith- 
erto divided the country, which had constituted 
the great line of demarkation between parties in 
the United States, had been adjourned. That they 
were adjourned for the hour was manifest—and 
he believed that it rested with this Congress to de- 
termine whether they were adjourned forever. 

It seemed to him that they had assembled, as a 
national Congress, under circumstances most pe- 
culiar; and he challenged the attention of honora- 
ble gentlemen to the issue which he was about to 
present, and which, he believed, could not be de- 
nied. They were here not as freemen. They 
vaunted much, it was true, of their freedom of 
| speech and freedom of opinion. The great point 
of misapprehension was this—that Congress was 
| not free. They had assembled here, elected, most 
of them, during the last Presidential canvass— 


! Whigs and Democrats bound alike to issues to 


which the great body of the people, at the time 
| they elected them, were strangers. He looked to 
northern Democrats who had their seats here, and 
who, though fully committed to the non-interven- 
tion principle of the national Democratic party, 
had yet excited expectations on the part of earnest 
and fanatical anti-slavery constituents, which now 
embarrassed them, in meeting, with wisdom and 
justice, the new phase of this question, presented 


tion. They obtained their seats in the North, for 
the most part, by accepting an issue which ap- 
pealed to a minority of the ple of their own 
districts. The questions which, as he said, were 





1 adjourned here, had also been adjourned at the 


| 





| time these elections took place. 
sional canvass from the just obligations which 
they owed to the principles and policy adopted by 
the national Democratic party, and had substituted 
for these obligations a devotion to the particular 


aryland who, in the first speech || issue of free soil. 
of the session, made by the gentleman from North || 
Carolina, [Mr. Cuineman,} had been referred to 
and speculated upon in view of their probable ac- i| 


The Whig party of the North, unembarassed 


} by any national obligations on this question, had 


boldly and freely contested with the free-soil party 


tion in the contingency of a dissolution of the || proper, the exclusive and paramount devotion (0 
neers of free-soil and free labor, as gen- 
y 


Federal Government, antici 


> 





ted by him as likely || the 
to occur,—he (Mr. McL.) felt bound to say, that |) e 


erstood to be involved in the legisla- 


Honorable gen- ' 
tlemen had separated themselves in their Congres- 
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_ of Congress prohibiting the existence of 
ale in the Territories of the United States. 
On the other hand, at the South, southern 
Democrats, relying implicitly upon the fidelity of 
their northern Democratic brethren, and the well- 
juown adhesion of their Presidenual candidate to 
the principle ef Congressional non-interference 
with the institulion of slavery, had cheerfully and 
walously contested the canvass with southern 
Whigs, who denounced the Democratic candidate 
ss a Free Soiler in disguise, and who appealed to 
the southern people to acceptin his stead a south- 
ern planter, whose individual associations and 
opinions were represented as offering to the South 
the surest, if not the only, barrier against the 
unconstitutional legislation of Congress These 
combined but opposing elements in the Whig par- 
ty prevailed, and the present Administration and 
the present Congress were now called to conduct 
the legislation of the country. The candidate 
thus repudiated was who andwhat? A northern 
siatesman, Who, without regard to his own per- 
gonal opinions on the subject of slavery, had denied 
the power of Congress to legislate upon that sub- 
ject in the Territories as wellas in the States; 
contenting himself with a policy that should 
eave this question to be regulated by the people 
inhabiting the ‘Territories, under the general re- 
straint imposed by the Federal Constitution upon 
the people of the Territories. He actually voted 
in the other end of the Capitol for a territorial 
government for California, which left the slave 
question to be regulated in the Territories under the 
judicial sancuion of the Supreme Court of the 
United States, which was the place of adjustment 
of this question most earnestly desired by the 
South, and which had been actually digested by 
the most accomplished statesinan. 
He would call attention the emergency in 
which Congress was called to legislate. ‘The Pres- 
ivent thus elected by the North and by the South, 
who had by his own action excited the hopes both 
of the North and the South, was understood and 
known to be committed to a pulicy now entirely 
acceptable to northern Whigs. 
He was now the President of the North. He 
was committed to a policy to which distin- 
guished statesmen—indeed the great mass of the 
statesmen of the North were willing to subscribe. 
And without any great distinetion of party— 
with only a few exceptions—guerrilas as they 
were called—with few exceptions of note—north- 
ern statesmen were willing to accept the policy of 
the Administration. But southern Whigs, who 
discovered that the issue had gone almost beyond 
their reach, found themselves allied with southern 
Democrats. And now, passing from the issue of 
non-intervention, which the success of Gen. Taylor 
seemed to have swept from the political issues of 
theday, Whigs and Democrats alike claimed the 
positive action of Congress. He would pass over 
the argument whether it was to protect an existing 
right, or to provide for the transfer of a right ex- 
isting in the States to that Territory. They all 
knew that southern men, feeling that a crisis had 
come upon the country, made a demand for abso- 
lute guarantees on the part of Congress, that within 
certain limits of that ‘Territory, their rights of 
property under the laws of the States, should be 
respected. Without regard to speculative opin- 
ions whether slavery existed in that Territory or 
not—without regard to the judicial decisions of 
the courts whether slaves could go into that Ter- 
ritory or not, (for all these questions were ad- 
journed,) a crisis had arrived, and southern men 
had felt at liberty to make the issue and to call 
upon Congress to decide it. Here, then, stood the 
two extreme issues between the two sections of 
the country: the one demanding Congressiongl 
action to extend slavery to, or to protect it in the 

erritories; the other insisting that whenever the 

ederal power can be exercised at all in the way of 
legislation, it shall be exercised to destroy slavery. 
This was the issue made up by the extreme party 
at the North. Call it a guerrilla party, i you 
will. Itisa party that you of the North cannot 
keep in subjection. And this Congress is to de- 
cide whether either shall prevail, or whether the 
moderate, conservative, and constitutional policy 
iann-intervention shall be revived and estab- 
.He stood ready to extricate himself from any 
views connected with geographical position, and 
‘0 coéperate with any men from the North who 





| 
| 


were willing to extricate themselves from a similar 
thraldom. 

The honorable gentleman from Ohio in his eye 
(Mr. Mitrer] had served in this House since the 
Wilmot proviso was first introduced. He had sat 


here when the intrigue—the plot—(for so he, Mr. | 


McL., must call it)—which gave birth to the Wil- 
mot proviso was first concocted. He had sat here 


during the Mexican war, when this anti-slavery | 


prohibition (now called the Free-Soil principle) 
was introduced to prevent the acquisition of - terrt- 
tory by treaty. e sat here when the bill to en- 
able the Executive to negotiate a treaty of peace 
came in. 
that measure was concocted. The parties to this 
plot knew that we must necessarily acquire ter- 
ritory which, they now told us, was free, and 
on which no slave could tread without positive 
legislation. 
positive legislation, yet they instigated, concocted, 
and cheered on the intrigue which enabled nine or 
ten men to tie our hands, and with the assistance of 
a distinguished Senator from the East, to prolong 
the war. He (Mr. McL.) felt satisfaction in re- 
ferring to his friend from Ohio [Mr. Mitver] as 
one of the original and consistent advocates of the 


policy of non-intervention by Congress from this | 


point forward, in view alone of the constitutional 
obligation to confine Congress to its express and 
limited powers. 

The tenth amended article of the Constitution 
declared that ‘*the powers not delegated to the 


United States by the Constitution, nor prohibited || 


by it to the States, are reserved to the States re- 
spectively or to the people.”’? Gentlemen would 
look in vain for any express power of municipal 
and political government over the Territories of the 
United States. No southern statesman had ad- 
mitted that any such express power was con/lerred. 
He was aware that a distinguished authority from 
the South had suggested (or vindicated) the ab- 
stract right and power of Congress. His fricnd 


crats, accepted this constitutional view; and those 
who admitted that such power was vested in Con- 

ress, concurred with their political brethren, 

orth and South, and pledged to each other their 
faith to abstain from its exercise. He gave them 
the right hand of fellowship. He adopted them 
and their choice as his choice. In his judgment 
they constituted the great heart of the Democratic 
party in the last canvass. To these men he now 
turned. _He had never separatéd from them. He 
never would do so. And so long as there was a 
northern Democracy that was willing to adjourn 
individual opinions and to reject all interference 
on the part of Congress with the institution of 
slavery, or with the municipal affairs of the ‘Ter- 
ritories, he would stand with them. He believed 


these men. He believed in his heart that with 
them the real adjustment of the difficultwlay. — 
And here he would especially ask the attention 
of southern men. They might talk of the Mis- 
souri compromise. If they meant that the line 
of 36° 30’ was to be run to the Pacific ocean by 
the authority of Congress, and that that authority 
should declare that north of that line slavery 
should never be tolerated, but that south of that 


line the question should be left open to be deter- |) 
mined by the people—then he would say he || 


wanted no such compromise. That was the 
principle of non-intervention south of 36° 3v’, 
and the Wilmot proviso north of 36° 3u’. He 
would say to the southern men, embrace the ten- 
der of the northern Democracy—take non-inter- 
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affect enthusiasm, as a southern man, upon a 
question which was not practical, 
| no point of honor settled. There was no pow of 
' honor at issue. 


He wanted 


It wos a great ogpiake when the 


| people of California were to'd that this question 


| was a sentiment at the North and a point of honor 


atthe South. That was a skwhking and a dodg- 


| 
| 
i} 
i} 


ing pohey. lt was a policy which was repudiated 
now by the most patriotic statesmen; who treated 
this as a practical question, and who treated the 
| rights of the South as practical rights, whether 


they were rights within pr without the Constitu- 


\| tion, 
He was here when the plot to defeat || ence in the formation of the State constitution of 


Such representations had exerted an influ- 


|| California, and he had in hia eye a distinguished 
| gentleman from New York, (Mr. Dver,) who 
|} would take advantage of this state of things and 
| accomplish indirectly all that the most enthusias- 


Gentlemen knew they could prevent | 


‘¢ advocate of the free-soil doctrine could desire. 


dmitting the free State of California now, in- 


‘| dulging the sentiment of the North, evading the 

‘| point of honor of the South, he would bide a 

|| future time to perform the same evolution in re- 

| gard to the remainder of the Territory. Such a 

] consummation he (Mr. McL) would deepiy de- 
| plore. 


| He asserted, then, that to say that this was a 


|, sentiment at the North and a pointof honor atthe 


|| South, was not true, 


It was a question of consti- 


|| tational right at the South, and they had always 


} 
| 


| 


| municipal institution within the States 


t} 


| advocated 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


that doctrine. He knew very weil 


what he conceded when he said that, as a seuthern 
man, he wou'd be content to let the question 
| resat—to let the people of Califormm have a 
| Government without Congressional wterference. 


He knew that the instituuon of slavery was a 


He 
knew that by the Constitution of the United 


|| States, Congress could not interfere with the im- 


portation of such persons ws any of the States, 


'| previous to the year 1300, chuse to admit—and he 


r / knew that afterwards, the institution was always 
from Ohio, and other distinguished northern Demo- |, 


regulated by the laws of the States; although he 


i\ knew that so far as Congress werg concerned, it 
|| was a political as well aa a municipal regulation. 
‘| He knew that when the Federal Government came 


1] 
| 


| 
| 
| 


to act upon slavery, it first recognized it as a mu- 
nicipal relation of master and servant—the same 


|| being property—such property us the Siaies 


|| chose to make it, and that if it excaped from the 


States, the Constitution sill recognized it as prop- 
| erty, and provided for its reclamation. 


He knew 


| further, that when Congress next came to regulute 
| this property, it provided for the ratio of represent. 


ation for persons beld in involuntary servitude— 


| in other words, for slaves; thus constituting this 


as a ciyzen of Maryland, he could travel to 


| relation a political relation as connected with the 


Federal Government. He knew, therefore, that 


m || Congress could not interfere with it, except in the 
in his heart that the responsibility rested upon | 
|| atitution. 


mode and manner expressly provided in the Con 
The only question left for him, asa 
southern man, to be anxious about, was whether, 
ali- 


'| fornia with his slaves, there being no law in Cali- 


i} 
| 
} 
' 


{ 


vention over all the territory; unless, in good faith, | 


the Missouri compromise line, with slavery north 
of it expressly prohibited, and with slavery south 
of it expressly allowed, is tendered in lieu thereof. 

And here, in the spirit of the argument of the 
gentleman from Georgia [Mr. Toomss] as he (Mr. 
McL..) understood: it, he would remark that no 
man in the North could reasonably take exception 
to this doctrine. It was an admission that Con- 
gress had power to govern the country. Some 
might say it was an admission that there was no 
constitutional power to govern the country, but 


that the country, having been acquired outside of | 
the Conatitution, was to be governed outside of 


the Constitution upon abstract principles of equity 

and equality. : 
But he stated the question thus because he did 

not want to be trifled with; he did not want to 





| 
| 


| courts. He had his opinion as fixed and as clear 


fornia for or against slavery. For he did noi be- 
lieve that there was any Mexican law on the 
subject. He did not believe that the Mexican de- 


| crees were valid; and if they were, as slavery was 


| 
it 


a political relation in its connection with the Fed- 
eral Government, these decrees would net be of 
force; for it was the municipal law of Mexico, 


| and not the political, that would remain in force 


after the act of acquisition. 

But he felt anxivus to know whether he could 
take his negroes into a country where no law, 
either for or against’ slavery, existed. He knew 
that the adjudications of our courts were both for 
and against this right. He knew that the adjudi- 
cations of the Supreme Court were, that slavery 
was a local institution. But he knew also that 
there were other decisions equally clerr, that de- 
clared that slaves could go into these Territories, 
He had certain authorities in his mind, with 


| which he would not now trouble the committee. 


He knew that there were decisions which declared 
that men held in bondage could be carried by their 


| masters into any territory or country where do- 


mestic slavery was not positively prohibited by 
law; whilst, on the other hand, there were au- 
thorities requiring absolute and positive munici- 
pal law to allow the existence of domestic servi- 
tade. With a full view of all these controverted 
points, he was willing to leave the question to the 











in his own mind as General Cass hed his; and he | 
(Mr. McL.) took occasion to express his regret | 
that the distinguished gentleman from Mississippi, 


(Mr. Brown,} @hould have declared that there was || minority, and he, for one, would cheerfully bide || North did not deny it. 
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monster. He believed it was alive in the North 
and in the South. He believed that the National 
Democratic party would live. It might go into a | 





any ground for misapprehension as to the opin- | his time with it until its hour of progress and tri- 


ions of the candidate of the Democratic party in the || umph returned. It might falter. 


last. Presidential canvass. 


this connection, he (Mr. McL.) desired to call the 


gentleman from Georgia, [Mr. Toomss.] Why 
did the gentleman vote last year against the come 


tion which by the bill was left to the decision of 
the Supreme Court of the United States, wonld 
be adjudicated against the South. 

Mr. WELLBORN interposed and inquired of 
the gentiemar if he knew that General Cass has 
recently expressed the opinion in the Senate, that 
the Mexican law abolishing slavery in the Terri- 
tories of California and New Mexico, would pre- 
clude the slaveholder from taking his slave with | 
him into those Territories ? 

Mr. McLANE said he did not know what Gen- 
eral Cass’s opinions were about Mexican law. He 
(Mr. McL.) was referring to the point in his letter 
and speech which related to the power of the | 
people of the Territories. 

Mr. WELLBURN inquired whether the gen- 
tieman, in his remarks about the Missouri com- 
promise, included in his denunciation the amend- 
ment of that compromise proposed in the second | 
resolution he had the honor to submit to the com- 
mitiee in a speech delivered by him a few days 
ago? 

"Mr. McLANE replied that, as he recollected 
the gentleman’s amendment, it-provided for a pos- 
itive recognition of slavery south of the line, and 
a prohibition north of it, and was the Missouri 
line to which he had referred as a compromise 
which he could well understand southern men 
would prefer. 

Mr. WELLBORN expressed his satisfaction 
that the gentleman from Maryland [Mr. McLane] 
so considered it. 


| the consideration, whether General Cass, or any 
| other statesman in the Democratic party, was of | 
| the one opinion or the other, provided they would 
| all acquiesce in this submission of the case to the | 


| Government was concerned, then he would like to | 


| right to pass such a law. 


| them, as he had a right to do, to vote that he might 
| take his slaves from Maryland to California. He | 
promise bill? Because he believed that the ques- | 


| ing to the Government would not also have to go 


it might run | 


Neither in his letter || away from non-intervention; it might run away | 
nor in his speech did Gen. Cass present his own || from the free-trade principles of the tariff of 1846; 
opinion on these legal questions as an element of | it might even come here and offer to make terms 
the least importance or consideration. He left the | with the protectionists ; but still he believed that | 
question to the people, subordinate to the Consti- || the great heart of the Democratic party would 
tution and the laws, to be-controlled, of course, by || live. 
judicial arbitrament. Some of us might entertain || choose to continue their sectional organizations, | 
entire confidence that that arbitrament would be in || and abstract power and force, for the time being, 
favor of the South; others might doubt it. And in || from the national party. All that he asked of north- 
| ern men was to adjourn their individual opinions. 
attention of the committee to the position of the | He would adjourn his own. 





| 
| 


Parties at the North and the South might | 


He would not ask 


would leave that question to the courts. All he 

asked was, that they would not seek a legislative | 
declaration to deny the right. He asked them to | 
stand by the doctrine of non-intervention, to let 
the courts decide the question, without regard to | 


judicial arbitrament referred to. 


If he was right in his position that slavery, || 


though a municipal regulation within the States, | 
was a political regulation so far as the Federal | 





know whether the people of the territory belong- 


to the courts to ascertain whether they had the 
He might think they 


| had or had not the right to pass such a law; Gen- | 


| that right; he [Mr. McLane] wished them to an- | 
| Swer this question. 
| Constitution which protected the rights of the 
|| that **the powers not delegated to the United 


| the States, aré reserved to the States respectively, 
| or to the Pa: he would meet them on that | 


Mr. McLANE continued. This was a very | 


different matier from the Missouri compromise in || 


isted to protect slavery. He repeated that this | 
wes non-intervention south of the line, and anti- 4 
slavery prohibition north of it. Such an adjudication | 
of the question he despised, and should always || 
despise. Hence it was he desired to adhere to 
the northern Democracy, and their policy of non- 
intervention faithfully represented in the course of | 
the Democratic candidate for the Presidency in the 
last canvass. This he had called the policy of the 
national Democratic party; and this party he did not 
believe was dissolved. He did not believe that it 
had been wafted away with the fumes of the dead | 
careass of the Bank of the United States, referred 
to by his friend from North Carolina, [Mr. 
Venaste.} He entirely concurred with his friend | 
from North Carolina in absolving himself from po- | 


litical asamcation with those at the North who had || 


attached themselves to thet new organization, whose | 
aim and purpose was confined to the effort of de- | 


stroying the constitutional rights of the States and || 


the people. All he desired to say was, that he (Mr. | 
McLane) believed this class was not respectable | 
in numbers among the people, and the appeal he || 
now mede to northern Representatives was, that | 
they should extricate themselves from the restraint | 


which this class has heretofore imposed upon them. || We gould not livé in the midst of a large black | 
He wel! understood the remarks of his friend from || population without the law of slavery, It was a) 


| 


its common acceptation, to which he had already || 
referred. How could the original spirit of the 
compromise apply in this case? The line then 
ran through slave territory, and all south of the 
line remained slave territory by positive law. | 
Congress, therefore, could well be silent on the || 
subject south of 36° 30’. Now, however, what | 
life would the Missouri compromise have when | 
ron through territory said to be free territory; 


1 


| northern representatives came here proclaiming | 

or, at best, territory where no positive law ex- | 
, ’ Pp | 
1} 


| spoken of planting the flog of this Union upon the | 
| snow-capped hills of California to float there for- | 


_of national honor, not as covering the relation of 


| well without slavery, but which did not for that 


eral Cass might think they had or had not; north- 
ern Democrats might think they had or had not 


If they were willing to let 
this question alone, to let it rest with the people of 
that country subordinate to the Constitution—that 


States and the rights of the people, which provided 


States by the Constitution, nor prohibited by it to | 


ground. If they of the South had not the right, | 
under the Constitution, to take their slaves into 
the Territories, he did not want to take them there. | 
He wished not to be mistaken—he had been two | 
years ago, when he had talked about the outrage | 
t 
| 
| 
| 
| 





—as he now considered it would constitute an out- 
rage to force slavery over an unwilling people, 
against their Jegal and constitutional rights as 
American citizens. He was not to be confronted 
with the declaration that slavery was a national 
disgrace, a moral wrong. He did not believe the 


Union could exist when the great body of the | 





that it was a national disgrace and a moral wrong, | 
and acting upon this idea by bringing the power | 
of Congress to bear upon and destroy it. He saw | 


|| before him the honorable gentleman from Penn- | 


sylvania, [Mr. McLananan,] who, though he | 


| thought it a national disgrace, a moral wrong, took | 
|| his stand upon the doctrine of non-intervention. | 


The gentleman from Illinois [Mr. Baker] had | 


ever: it must be the flag of this Union, as the flag 


political disgrace. ‘ 
He lived in a border State that could do very | 


reason say that slavery was a moral wrong, a na- 
tional disgrace. They did not think so. Sickly | 
spirits might so clothe their philanthropy ; the peo- 
ple of his State thought it an instituuon which 
was a moral necessity where it now existed: ad- 
vantageous in some States, but necessary in all the 
States where it now had an existence. A single | 
view of this question: he did not care one particle 
whether northern men on either side of the House 
gave him their acquiescence or not—it was a ques- 
tion which came nearer home to him than to them. 





North Carolina (Mr. Venasue] to concede that || law as necessary to the discipline of the free black | 


the life and heart of the sound democracy had not 
altogether exhaled with the fumes of the dead 


man as of the slave—a law which the free States 
adopted, every one ofthem. They had every one 
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of them got their slavery; they had 
them found it to be necessar % nest the 
| establishing negro slavery. é 





/ ir laws 
ultivated men of the 


Beyond the politi 
| tinction which they made against the Clicks, den 


| was the social and municipal distinction, . 
this social distinction of which he spoke. “*® 
_ bondage, bondage in degree. It was necessary ts 
| them—he was not reproaching them for it. Th 
could not live without it. It was thus limited 2 
degree with them on account of their free x ae 
black population, and their overwhelming oh vr 
tion of whites. Now, in Maryland the whites 
| were not so overwhelming in numbers as in Pika. 
| sylvania and the other free States, and therefore 
| they wanted a more complete system of bonds : 
| than the people of the free States—they wanted 
more than a prohibition against blacks and whites 
entering together into the sacred bonds of matrimoy 
and the other like municipal restraints imposed 
upon the black population. They required the jaw 
of slavery. Did not every man know that in the 
revolutionary war the black slave messed with 
the white soldier, and no white soldier objecte: io 





| it? This was the case upon the battle fields of 


North Carolina, in the gallant corps of South Caro. 
lina, in Greene’s army, in the corps of Washing. 
ton at Yorktown—black slaves messed with the 
white soldiers, and the whites made no objection. 
Why? Because there was a consciousness of 
moral and legal superiority on the part of the 
white; but the slave, though inferior, was called 
there to defend his (the slave’s) fireside, his wife 
his children, as the white men were defendinc 
theirs. And if there had been no law recognizing 
slavery—if the blacks had been free blacks, the 
white soldier would not have messed with them. 

That was why they must not disturb slavery 
in Maryland. He ®ad just now stated that he 
was perfectly content with the doctrine of non-in- 
| tervention; content to stand by the sound Democ. 
racy of the North, and let the Free-Soil Democ- 
racy stand out or bring them in upon terms; and 
to northern Democrats of this kind ke thus had a 
right to speak. He would say to his friend from 
Illinois in his eye, [Mr. Ricnarpson,} hold on! 
because if you do not you will-make Maryland go 
with those who not only believe that slavery is 
a necessity and an advantage to the South, but 
who have, in language for which honorable gen- 

tlemen themselves alone are responsible, declared 
| that it is a blessing, not only to the slave, but that 
it was an abstract moral blessing. Their opinion 
deserved and received quite as much respect as 
the abstract opinions of those gentlemen who 
thought it a national disgrace. The constitu- 
| tion of that man was not more extreme in one 


a 
5 








} 
| 
| 


| view who pronounced it to be God’s blessing 
| upon the black and the white, than that of the 
| sickly philanthropist who pronounced it a na- 
| tiona disgrace, a national wrong—at the mo- 
ment when it was interwoven with the foundations 
of the most glorious, the most progressive, the 
most successful Government on the face of the 
earth. He said, if this Democracy of the North 
| —to whom he looked with affection, with pride, 
with hope—gave way, then Maryland must be 
brought to think slavery not orly a necessity, 
but that necessity would create another necessity, 
that was, to cling to those who thought with her 
that it was a necessity as well as an advantage, 
and who were ready to extricate themselves from 
an association with a family, members of which 
differed with them upon points so vital to their 
peace, harmony, and even existence. And thus 
might occur that contingency to which gentlemen 
from the North and the South had referred—of a 
_ defence on the part of the South of this very soil 
on which the Capitol stands, betause this was 
their soil. He did not claim for Maryland any 
right to interfere with siavery here. He did not 
think Maryland had anything to do with it. He 
had never introduced or supported resolutions 
proposing an interference on the part of Congress 
with slavery ia this District when the State of 
Maryland or the people of this District should 
consent to it. He understood too well the ques 
tion. The legislation of Congress over the Dis- 
trict was exclusive—not unlimited, but exclusive 
of Maryland and Virginia, indeed of any State— 
and within the Federal limits, within the, well 
defined powers of Congress complete and perfect. 
He therefore claimed no right-for Maryland 
legislate with reference to slavery in this District; 
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vette would tell them what he did claim—if || Pennsylvania [Mr. Srevens] in his eye, who had | 
said there was no danger, who pressed pales in i 
t was not | 


ress violated the Constitution, and thus made 


Od ihe deed of cession, Maryland would resume 
per gift. That was the legal view which they en- 


grtained of this case, and it was no new position 
for a Representative of Maryland to assume upon 
his oor. He had in his eye a gentleman from 
Pennsy!vania (Mr. Stevens] who had flattered 
pimself that there was no danger to result from 
sn obstinate persistence by Congsess in the pur- 
wit of his particular opinions and fanaticism. 
Gentlemen seem to scout the idea that any mode 
of resistance was at command to repel such ag- 
ression. They ought to know better. They ought 
iy know, if Congress were to abolish slavery in 
the District of Columbia, Maryland could resume 
per jurisdiction over the same; her courts, consta- 
bles, processes, Officers, were all at command, and 
even her militia—he did not despise the militia. 
His friend from Georgia (Mr. Toomss] did not, 
though he had spoken of militia colonels with less 
respect than the occasion would porns justify. 
She would have no difficulty in affording full and 
ample protection to the laws and property of her 
citizens residing within the territory ceded to the 
United States for a Federal seat of Government. 
He knew that there were very few northern men 
in this Congress who desired to abolish slavery in 
ahe District of Columbia. But there were some. 
There was the gentleman from New York, [Mr. 
P. Kine (in his seat) nodded assent,] whose life 
was somewhat historical in the politics of the coun- 
try. He named no. others, but he could go fur- 
ther, and designate over thirty gentlemen upon this 
floor who believed that it was in the power of Con- 
gress to abolish slavery here, and thatthey ought to 
abolish it here, for they considered that but a part 
of the policy of abolishing it in the Territories. 
Now he called the attention of the committee to 
those gentlemen who said they had the consti- 
tutional power to abolish it, and that they would 
abolish it whenever they could, and against them 
he warned northern Democrats; against them he 
warned the cultivated, distinguished statesmen of 
the North, and he called upon them to trample 
down this policy at this time. Now was the time 
—in this Congiess, to exterminate this mischievous 
principle; and destroyed it ought to be. He held 
the sentiment to-day, which he had expressed the 
first day of the session, that he was with the Na- 
tional Democracy; that he did not care if he 
stood ‘side by side with men who entertained 
different opinions from him upon the subject 
of slavery; it was not on account of the opinions 
entertained by gentlemen differing with him on 
this subject, that he (Mr. McL.) would refuse a 
political association with them, but because they 
had in their breast the hellish purpose to exercise 
the power, and on their side make it a test of 
political organization and purpose. When he took 
his stand side by side with the National Democracy, 
it was a Democracy committed to the oor of 
non-intervention asa national policy, without regard 
to particular constitutional opinions of individuals, 
and such a Democracy must necessarily exclude 
from their political organization men who by 
adopting this sectional policy would commit this 
great constitutional wrong. He had said now 
was the time to adjust this issue and vindicate the 
integrity of the National party. He disagreed 
entirely with his southern friend who expressed 
the opinion that this was the prevailifig sentiment 
ofthe North. He knew better—he had lived near 
enough to the North to know better. But it would 
net left for either politicians or statesmen to 
settle this question. He believed the voice of the 
people would settle it. Men might agitate it, 
might get up “Union meetings,” with a view to 
influence the question either way, for or against 
slavery—they had called one in his own city, (that 
was the reason why he spoke to-day,) and'they had 
held one in Philadelphia and one in New York. 
It was not altogether on these he looked for hope. 
His hope was based upon the conviction that had 
settled in the hearts of the yeomanry of this 
country that the question must be adjusted, and 
adjusted upon principles of equity and abstract 
Justice toall—to the people of the Territories no less 
than to the people of the States. He had said he 
did not rely upon politicians or statesmen in this 
House. ey were all too fully committed to act 
their just part in this crisis unless cow moved by 
the patriotic sentiment of the masses whom they 
misrepresented. There was the gentleman from 


| 











his purpose of anti-slavery agitation. 
from such men that he could expect relief. Men 
thus insensible to the circumstances in which the 
country was placed, would not be those to whom 
we would turn in our hour of trial. 
raise the ‘whirlwind but they would not be able to 
ride the storm. But very different was his opinion 
of the people of the Commonwealth whom the 

entleman in part represented. He (Mr. McL.) 
ooked to them to stay this crusade of fanaticism; 
he believed their influence would yet be felt in the 
adjustment of this question upon a basis that would 
restore peace and harmony to both sections of the 
country. He did not fear that the action of this 


Congress would dissolve the Union; upon this || 


question he did not wish to be misunderstood. 
He thought that this Union had power in it; 


He went further—and he hoped no southern friend 


| of his would take exception tothe remark—it was 


a general remark. Gentlemen might except their 
own States if they saw fit; he went so far as to say 
that the only love of country now known to the 
eople of the United States, was the love of the 
nion. 
isting in the hearts of the people of all the States. 


their love of the whole country, of the 
is, their devotion to the Federal Government, as 


| the glory of the Federal Government, when justly | 
y 


and fairly administered, being the glory of all. 


Mr. VENABLE interposed, and (the floor | 


being yieided) asked if the attempt had ever be- 
fore been made to dishonor the South? 
honor was dearer to them than life, and when it 
was proposed to be violated by the North, would 
not the gentleman agree with him, that the unholy 
attempt would change their love to hate? 


Mr. McLANE replied that he had said that | 


the Federal Government had heretofore been iden- 
tified with all that was glorious in the history of 
each State; that the glory and the power of the 
Federal Government were the glory and the power 
of all States. That was what he had said, 
and he argued further, that there were no prece- 


dents in the past history of the country to make | 


a parallel to the present crisis. 

He denied, and utterly repudiated the declara- 
tion made by the gentleman from Ohio, (Mr. 
CampseL.,} about the South having acquired 
Texas. 


Their | 


They might | 


That,was the great love of country ex- || 





| 


| 


where with full knowledge that it was Democratic 
ri Annexation was the policy of the old 

mocratic party; and he was willing to go fur- 
| ther, and admit, that out of the annexauon of 
Texas had grown the war. 

He remarked that his hour had nearly expired, 
and he wes very sorry that he was confined to one 
hour; for, feeling the influence which this question 
| had upon the country, he was impressed with the 
| obligation to define fully the views which gov- 
)erned him. He had exhausted his time in the 
general discussion of the power of Congress; he had 
| Stated the constitutional and the legal point upon 
| which he derived that power. He had contended 
| that such power was incidental, and was ne- 
| cessarily confined and limited in its character, 
He had contended further, that even if the exer- 
| cise of municipal powers were necessary and 


] proper, as a means of carrying into execution 
that it was deeply seated in the love of the people. || 


express powers vested in Congress or in the Gov- 
ernment of the United States, or in any department 
| or Officer thereof, still there existed in the Consti- 
| tution itself restraints and limitations which inter- 
| fered and prohibited the exercise of certain muni- 


|| cipal and political powers, and embraced within 


| such limitations and restraints was this relation of 
master and servant; which, though a municipal 


|| institution within the several States where it is 
If you roused the patriotism of the peoples it was || 
nion as it |) 


regulated by local law, was in its relation to the 
Federal Government a political institution over 


|| which Congress had certain well-defined and ex- 
he believed it had existed in all our former history, | 


press powers; and in regard to which it could 
exercise none others. 

And he had argued further, that Congress was 
| bound to act, and exercise its constitutional powers 
| in providing law and ordér for the people irhabit- 
ing the ‘Territories of the United States—or admit 
such Territories into the union as States, with 
constitutions and forms of government adopied 


|| by the people thereof. He had also contended that, 


where the territorial form of government was 
adopted, this question of slavery must be lef an 
open question for judicial adjudication and arbit- 
rament—the doctrine of Congressional non-inter- 
vention must preVail. And he would further con- 
| tend, that when the discretion of Congress was ap- 
| pealed to, to admita new State, no condition coud 
| be rightfully imposed by Congress upon the people 
thereof, other than the constitutional command 
that their form of government should be Republi- 





He thought the gentleman had better go || 


to that school indicated by the gentleman from | 


| Georgia, [Mr. Toomss. } 
Mr. CAMPBELL (Mr. McLaye yielding for || 
explanation) said he had distinetly stated that the || 


annexation of Texas was a measure of southern 


policy Did the gentleman [Mr. McLane} deny || 


it? 


Mr. McLANE réplied, certainly. And if the || 


gentleman from Ohio would listen, he would say 
one word upon this point. It was true that Mr. 
Canon, in some of his dispatches to Lord Pa- 
kenham, had said that Texas was to be acquired in 
view of political considerations connected with 
slavery; but although this opinion of Mr. Cat- 
Houn as Secretary of State indicated the policy of 
that. Administration, he would say to the gentle- 
man from Olio, that that,Administration did not 
conceive this policy. ‘The policy of the acquisi- 
tion of Texas was a national policy; it was the 


policy of the National Democratic party, and by | 
the National Democratic party of the present day, | 


he meant the Jackson party. 


Mr. MEADE (interposing) reminded the gen- | 
tleman from Maryland of Mr. Van Buren’s instruc- 


tions to Mr. Poinsett to purchase Texas, if neces- 
sary, at the expense of half a million of dollars, 
and of Mr. Adams’s instructions to the same end 
to Mr. Cla 


Mr. McLANE said he spoke of actual annexa- | 
tion, and had no reference to preceding negotia- | 
He remembered very well—so did the | 


tions. 
gentleman from Virginia, [Mr. Meape] -that-when 
they had advocated the annexation of Texas they 
ha 


Mr. Van Bure instructions. But he (Mr. 
McL..) Had been talking about actual annexation, 


brought up all these original attempts, and | 
had referred bt gr point to Mr. Adams’s and | 


can. He had (he said) but a moment to contem- 
plate the practical question now presented. ‘I'he 
lerritorial question having been adjourned, Con- 
gress were now called upgn to vote upon the ad- 
mission of California. It had been said by the 
| gentleman from Georgia, [Mr. Toomss} and he, 
(Mr. MeL.) had been very glad to hear the declara- 
tion from that gentleman, that no man could deny 
| the right of the people of California to form their 
own constitution, and apply for admission as a 
Now, a few words on that 
He (Mr. McLane) went further; he not 


|| State of this Union. 
| point. 

|| only did not deny the right of that people to form 
| their own constitution, but he recognized their 
| rightunder the treaty to be received as a State— 
|| at the discretion of Congress, it was true: and an 
| honest, a wise, a conscientious discretion. But let 
it be observed, connected with their right to form a 
| constitution, the discretion of Congress must have 
| no relation to the fact that that constitution was a 
| freeor a slave constitution. He utterly denied 
|| that, as a statesman, in exercising a sound discre- 
|| tion asto the time of admitting California, he 
|| could plead any sort of apology for his course, if 
| that discretion were governed by the fact that the 
} people had exercised their right of excluding 
| slavery. 

|| So far asthe question of admission was con- 
| cerned, they must take it upon its practical merits, 
|| as a practical question. What were those merits? 
| Did they not know that in the Convention which 
|| formed that Conatitution, there was a concurrent 
| sentiment from the northern and the southern por- 
| tion cf California upon the question of slavery, and 
| that the material question of difference between 
| the representatives of the people was as to the ex- 
|| tent and character of boundaries, and again to the 
i main question as to whether there should be a Ter- 
} ritorial or a State government? The minority pre- 
| ferring a Territorial government, but acquieseing in 
|| the voice of the majority; the only question re- 


annexation by act of Congress; and he utterly | maining open was. that of boundary, which was: 
denied that this annexation was southern policy; || adjusted by compromising between those who 
but it was Democratic policy, advocated every- || desired to extend it east to the province of New 
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Mexico, and those who would prefer to have con- 


fined it to the Sierra Nevada. But all from all 





parts represented, concurred in embracing the | 


whole Pacific coast as essential to preserve the 
homovenéous character of the State. 

He argued further in regard to the proceedings 
of the Convention which formed the Constitution 
of California, and in regard to the motives and 
policy which, in his judgment, should govern the 
Congress of the United States in exercising their 
constiiutional discretion. He was talking about 
what he would do. He would vote for that Con- | 
stitution upon its merits, 
ceive California with her present boundaries, if 
this Congress would, in good faith, give gov- 
ernment and protectuon to the whole people, | 
without as well as within the limits of the pres- 
ent State, leaving to those who remained in | 
the Territory of the United States, as well as to 
the people of the States, all their constitutional 
rights, But if the counsels of the gentleman from | 
New York (Mr. Duen] were to prevail, he (Mr. 
McLane) would not vote for it. He would not 
go home and say he bad taken California as one 
step towards depriving the South of all the Terri- | 
tory of the United States. 

Mr. DUER interposed, and inquired to what 
counsels the gentleman referred ? 

Mr. MeLANE replied, that he referred to the 
gentieman’s letter to his constituents, read by the 
gentlenan from Alabama (Mr. Hitiiarp] some | 
days ago, in which the gentleman from New York | 
hed explained the process of receiving all Cali- | 

| 


fornia by piecemeal as free soil. 

i: would give him (he continued ) the utmost satis- 
faction to give to the people of California the whole | 
Pacific coast. And upon that question he wanted 
to send to the Clerk’s table a bill, which was sub- 
stantially the same bill which he had brought for- 
ward at the last Congress. His friend from Vir- 
ginia, (Mr. Bayty,] who had said that the proposi- | 
tion to allow a Swe government to California had 
received but one vote, was mistaken. The fact | 
was, as stated by the gentleman from Georgia to- 
day, [Mr. Toomas,) that it ha@ received a large | 
vote—a large southern vote. He (Mr. MeL.) 
had then been in favor of it—he was now in favor | 
of in. And he was in favor of the non-intervention | 
policy; not of the policy of the Missouri compro- 
mise, as understood by northern men, prohibiting | 
slavery north of 369 30’, leaving the principle of || 
non-interference to prevail south of that line. In- |! 
finitely to be preferred to that was the principle of || 
non-interference, as applied by the northern De- |; 
mocracy to the whole country. But consistent | 
with the immediate admission of California it was 
yet inthe power of Congress to extend the west- | 
ern boundary of Texas westward over New Mex- | 
ico to the eastern boundary of California; leaving 
these two States of nearly equal extent—the one 
free the other slave—which might heteafter, at the 
diseretion of Congress, simultaneously be divided 
into other States. He would submit a bill for the 
consideration of the committee to effect this pur- 
pose. He was proceeding to explain the pro- 
visions of that bill when the hour expired. 

Mr. CONRAD obnained the floor, but yielded to | 
a motion that the Committee rise, which prevail- 
ing, the committee rose and reported progress. 

Mr. McCLERNAND asked that the several | 
Senate biils lying on the Speaker’s table might be 
taken up and referred. The motion was agreed | 
to, and \| 

The joint resolution from the Senate, to extend || 
the provisions of a joint resolution for the benefit || 
of Frances Slocum and her children and grand 
children, of the Miami tribe of Indians, approved 
March 3, 1845, to certain other individuals of the 
same tribe, was taken up, read twice by its title, 
and referred to the Committee on Indian Affairs. 

Senate bill enutled An act to relinquish the re- 
versionary interest of the United States toa certain 
reservation therein mentioned, and to confirm the 
title of Charles G. Gunter thereto,’’ was read 
twice by its title, with a view to its reference. 

Messrs. HILLIARD and DUNHAM asked || 
that the last bill might be put upon its passage. | 

The bill was then read through; saline ques- } 
tion, now being, ** Shall it be ordered to a third || 
reading?” 

Mr. DUNHAM said, in the confusion, he had 
It was the first bill read which 
he desired should meres on its passage, 

The CHAIR stated that that was a joint resolu- 








tion, which had been referred to the Committee on 
Indian Affairs. 
Mr. HILLIARD was understood to express 


| the hope that the bill just read through might be 


permitted to pew without being referred to any 

committee. It was merely a question of confirm- 

ing a tide to a certain tract of land, 
Mr. CARTER. It was merely a question of 


giving away a portion of the Government lands. 


He would vote to re- || 


He was in favor of its reference to a committee. 
Mr. McCLERNAND moved that the bill be 
referred to the Committee on Public Lands; and 
it was so referred. 
Mr. DUNHAM moved a reconsideration of the 
vote by which the joint resolution was referred to 
the Committee on Indian Affairs, with the view 


| to put it upon its passage. 


Mr. McCLERNAND asked the gentleman 


'from Indiana [Mr. Dunnam] to withdraw his 


motion for the present, to permit the other bill on 
the Speaker’s table to be read and referred. 
Mr. DUNHAM withdrew his motion for that 


| purpose; but, without further action, 


On motion, the House then, at half past three 


_ o’clock, adjourned till o-morrow morning. 





PETITIONS, &c. , 


The following petitions, memorials, &c., were 
presented under the rule and referred to the ap- 
propriate committees, viz: 


By Mr. GILMORE: The petition of John J. Moore and 
95 other citizens of Armstrong, Indiana, Cleartield, and Jef- 
fersou counties, Pennsylvania, asking for a mail route from 
8 vicksburg, Indiana county, Pennsylvania, to Luthersburg, 
Clearfield county, Pennsylvania. 

Also, the pettuon of James M. Miller and 159 other citi- 
zens of [udiana county, Peuusyivania, asking for the estab 
lishing of a mae route frm Suet cia, ludiaua county, 
Pennsylvania, by M-rten’s Mill and Piumville, to Simicks- 
burg, Indiana county, Penusylvania. 

Aliso, the petition of George Johnson and 9) others, citi- 
zens Of Bursside township, Clearfield county, Peunsylvania, 
asking for the establishing of a mail route from Chest to 


| Burnside, Pewnsy lv onia. 


Also, the petition of D. B. Curil and 50 others, citizens of 


| Clarion couuty, Pennsylvania, asking tor a change in the 
| present tariff? | ws. 


By Mr. BROWN, of Mississippi: Petition of W. H. H. 
Patterson and others, late commissioned officers in the war 
with Mexico, praying bounty lands, 

Also, the petition of H. Hobbs, lite postmaster at Jack- 
son, Mississippi, pr ying compe.sation for house rent, &c 

By Mr KING, of New Jersey: Two petitions of inhabi- 
tints of Newark, New Jersey, f r che p postage to two 
ceuts prepaid for half ounce, for any distance. 

Alse, the petition of masters of vessels, m rejants, and 
pilots iuter sted in navigation of Newark bay and Passaic 
river, for lights and buoys thercin, and for an appropriation 
therein 

B, Mr. CROWELL: The petition of John Odell, A. L. 
Nelson, and others, citizons«f Lewisburg, Summit county, 
Onio, pra: ing for a uni orm rate of postage, not to exceed 
one ceut on Hhewspapers and two cents on prepaid letters of 
a half ounce, for all distances. 

By Mr CALVIN: The following petitions praying fora 


| reduction of the present rates of postage: 


Ist. Signed by J. P. Walhers and 44 others, citizens of 


| Mifflin county, Penusylvay ia. 


2d. Sgned by John Ernech and 50 others, citizens of 


| Cen er county, Penns. Iwania. 
=? 


3d. Signed by George Sheneberger and 53 others, citizens 


| of Cen er coun y, Pennsylvania. 


4h. Signed by Arthur Raney and 21 others, citizens of 
Ulair county, Pennsylvania. 
Sth. Signed by B. E. Collins and 80 others, citizens of 


| Huntingdon cou ty, P. nneylvania. 


By Mr. SPRAGUE: Petitions for cheap postage, from 
C, Coolbaugh and other citizens of Jackson county; and 
from J. Moutross and other citizens of Colon, Michigan. 

Also, the petition of Win. Hoyt and others, for the estab- 


| lishmentot a post route from Hastings, Barry county, Michi- 


gan, to Fiat river. 

Also, the petition of J. Russell and others, for a mail route 
from Lyons to Greenvil e. 

Also, the petition of O. Butler and other citizens of Eaton 
county, for a mail routefrom Lansing to Odessa. 

“Also, the petition of A. Loomis and others, for a mail route 
from Grand Rapids to Muskegon. 

By Mr, CLEVELAND: Two petitions 6f citizens of 
Windham county, Connecticut, for the abolition of the 
spirit ration in the army and navy ofthe United States. ~ 

By Mr. PHCENIX: The memorial of Winslow Laneer 
& Co., and 423 citizens of the United States, in favor of 
grunting to P. P. F. Degrand, Win. Ingalls, E. H. Derby 
and others, a charter “to construct a ra lroad and tele- 
graph from St. Louis to San Francisco, with a capital of one 
hundred millions of dollars,” &e., &e. 

By Mr. FOWLER: The petition of J. L. Hedge and 
other citizens of Plymouth, Massachusetts, praying fora 
reduction of postage to two cents. 

By Mr. MOORE: The petition from John C, Hod 
and other mechanics and artizans of Philadelphia, asking 
for a reduction in the rates of postage. 

By Mr. CABLE, of Ohio: A petition from the Hon. B. 
Tappan and other citizens of SteuberVil®, Ohio, for cheap 


= .. ; 
. By Mr. BURROWS: The petit on of Thomas C. Fan- 
ning, and 105 others, citizens of Albion, New York, praying 
Congress to establish the rate of postage on prepaid Iviters 
attwo cents per half ounce. 
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age. 
Also, the petition of George W. Ea‘o 
bers of Madison University, tor the Taine and others, mem. 


Also, the petition of B. T. Clarke a 
via, New York, lor the same. 

Also, the petition of John Savage and oth : 
county, for the same. ~ CFS, Of Madisng 

Also, the petition of 182 citizens of New 
York, fur the sanie. Haven, New 

Also, the petition of 59 citizens of Hannibal 
for the same. » New York, 

By Mr. JOHNSON, of Kentucky: The petition of 
W. Hunt, praying Congress to grant him an See 
pension, 

By Mr. HENRY: The petition of Joseph Sherwin, ang 
20 others, of Rupert, Vermont, for cheap postage. "Alen 
of Austin Johnson and 20 others, of same place, for the 
same. 

By Mr. HIBBARD: The petition of David G. Goodal and 
other citizens of New Hampshire, praying for a reduction of 
the rate of postage on prepaid letters. 

Also, the petition of Willian W. Hutchins and o 
the same object. 

By Mr. HOWF: The petition of John A. Gill, and 197 
others, citizens of Mercer county, Pennsylvania, praying 
Congress to reduce the rates of postage, &c. $ 

ty Mr. MILLSON: The memorial 0: John Harper, re. 
monstrating against the occupancy oi land claimed by him 
by agents of the United States. : , 

Also, the*memorial of Commodore John D. Sin 
other officers of the Navy, asking bounty lands for t 
men engaged in the late war with Mexico. 

Also, the memorial of divers citizens and seamen, making 
the same prayer. 


By Mr. DUFR: The petition of L. W. Smi 
of Warsaw, Wyoming county, New York, fo 


nd others, of Caseno. 


thers, for 


at, and 
he sea- 





IN SENATE. 
Wenpnespay, February 27, 1850. 


Mr. BENTON presented the memorial of the 
directors of the Pacific Railroad Company of Mis. 
souri, praying a grant of land and the right of way 
for the construction of their railroad; which was 
ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. WALKER presented a memorial of the 
Legislature of Wisconsin, praying the erection of 
a light-house and the improvement of the harbor 
at Uloa, in that State; which was referred to the 
ane on Commerce, and ordered to be print- 
ed. 

Mr. W. also presented a memorial of the Legis- 
lature of Wisconsin, praying an appropriation for 
the construction of a harbor at the mouth of Twin 
rivers, on Lake Michigan; which was referred to 
the Committee on Commerce, and ordered to be 
printed. 

Mr. W. further presented a memorial of the 
Legislature of Wisconsin, asking the establish- 
ment of a mail route from Mackwonego to White 
Water, in that State; which was referred to the 
Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads, 
and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. W. also presented a memorial from the’ 
Legislature of Wisconsin, asking the establishment 
of a mail route from Waukesha village to West 
Bend, in that State; which was referred to the 
Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads, and 
ordered to be printed. 

Mr. SEWARD presented a memnorial of Wins- 
low, Larned & Co., citizens of New York, pray- 
ing that a charter may be granted to P. P. F. De- 
grand and his associates to construct a railroad 
and establish a line of telegraph from St. Louis, 
Missouri, to San Francisco, in California, with a 
loan of Government stock and a right of way 
through the public lands; which was referred to 
the Committee on Public Lands. 

Mr. S. also presented two petitions of citizens 
of New York, asking a reduction of the rates of 
postage; which was referred to the Committee on 
the Post Office and Post Roads. 

Mr. FELCH presented a petition of citizens of 
Adrian, Michigan, asking a reduction of the rates 
of postage; which was referred to the Committec 
on the Post Office and Post Roads. . 

Mr. BRADBURY presented a petition of citi- 
zens of Gardiner, Maine, and a petition of the 
President and Directors of the Gardiner Bank, in 
that State, asking a reduction of postage; which 
was referred to the Committee on the Pos: Office 
and Post Roads. 

Mr. CHASE presented a petition of citizens of 
ee City, Indiana; a petition of the Mayor 
and Town Council of Steubenville; a petition of 
the carpenters and joiners in Steubenville; a peti- 
tion of the proprietors and workmen in the Clin- 
ton paper mill, in Steubenville; and a petition of 
citizens of Lee Township, in the State of Ohio, 
asking a reduction of the rates of postage; all 
which were referred to the Committee on the Post 
Office and Post Roads, 
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Mr. SMITH presented a petition of citizens of || United »States; which were referred to the Com- 


Haven; a petition of citizens of Harwinton; 


ie wo petiuons of citizens of South Farms, in 


and t 
the S 
rates of po 
mittee ont 

Mr. eg ; Ae 
R Joynes, asking indemnity for French spoliations; 
ybich was ordered to he on the table. 

Mr. FELCH presented a petition of citizens of 
Mecomb county, Michigan, asking an appropria- 
jon for the improvement of the Clinton river, in 
tha’ State; which was referred to the Committee 
op Commerce. f ee 

Mr. STURGEON submitted an additional doc- 
yment relative to the petition of Daniel Nippes; 
which was referred to the Committee on Miliary 

airs. 
= WHITCOMB presented a memorial of 
merchants and others, of Evansville, Indiana, ask- 
ing that that city may be made a port of entry and 
delivery; Which was referred to the Committee on 
Commerce. 

Mr. BRADBURY presented the petition of Jas. 
Wright, asking to be allowed a pefsion in conse- 
quence of disease contracted while serving as engi- | 
neer on board of a revenue cutter in the Gulf of | 
Mexico during the Mexican war; which was re- 
ferred to the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. BORLAND presented the memorial of W. 
K. Inglish and John C. Douglas, volunteer officers | 
in the late war with Mexico, asking an allowance 
of bounty lands; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Military Affairs. 

Mr. B. also presented a petition of the late and | 
present officers of the Champagnole land office, in 
Arkansas, asKing to be allowed commissions on 
entries of land under bounty land warrants; which 
was referred to the Committee on Public Lands. 

Mr, BALDWIN submitted a communication 
addressed to him by Philip Ripley, exhibiting 
statistics of the iron works in the State of Con- 
necticut in the years 1845 and 1850, and the effects | 
of the present tariff upon those interests; which 
was referred to the Committee on Finance. 

Mr. CHASE presented resolutions of the Le- 
gislature of Ohio, in favor of the adoption of such 
measures as will lead to the liberation of Kossuth 
and his associates, Hungarian exiles, from their 
captivity in the dominions of the Sultan of Tur- 
key; which were referred to the Committee on 
Foreign Relations, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. C. also presented a resolution of the Legis- | 
lature of Ohio, in favor of the acknowledgment of | 
the independence of Liberia; which was referred | 
to the Committee on Foreign Relations, and 
ordered to be printed. 

Mr. C. also presented a petition of John S. Fee 
and other citizens of Lewis county, Kentucky, 
asking that the resolutions submitted by the Hon. 
Henry Cray may not be adopted by the Senate, 
norany other measure that does not restrict the 
institution of slavery; that California may be ad- 
mitted into the Union with her present boundaries; 
and that slavery may be abolished in the District of 
Columbia; which was ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. KING presented a petition of citizens of 
Alabama, asking a grant of public lands and the 
nght of way to the Alabama and Georgia Railroad | 
Company; which was referred to the Committee 
on Public Lands. 

Mr. CORWIN presented a petition of citizens | 
of Cleveland, Ohio, asking the adoption of meas- | 
ures for the construction of a railroad from the | 
valley of the Mississippi to the Pacific ocean, on 
the plan proposed by Asa Whitney; which was 
referred to the Committee on Roads and Canals. 

Mr. C. also presented a petition of citizens of | 
Jefferson county, Ohio, and a petition of the pro. 
prietorsand employers of the rolling mills of Ports- 
mouth, Ohio, asking a reduction of the rates of 
postage; which was referred to the Committee on 
the Post Office and Post Roads. 

Mr. C. also presented a petition of citizens of 
Cleveland, Ohio, asking the adoption of measures 
for acquiring the right to the navigation of the | 
river St. Lawrence; which was reterred to the 
Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. C. also presented resolutions of the Legisla- | 
‘ure of Ohio, in favor of the adoption of such | 
measures as will effect the liberation of Kossuth 
tnd his associates, Hungarian exiles, from captiv- 
ty in the dominions of the Sultan of Turkey, and 
the removal of Kossuth and his family to the | 


he Post Office and Post Roads. 
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tate of Connecticat, asking a reduction of the | 
stage; which were referred to the Com- | 


| 


HUNTER presented the petition of Thos. | 


| 
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mittee on Foreign Relations. 

Mr. C. further presented a resolution of the Le- 
gislature of Ohio, asking the recognition of the 
independence of Liberia; which were referred to | 
the Committee on Foreign Relations. 

Mr. DOWNS presented the memorial of C. E. 
Greneaux, asking to be released from a judgment 
obtained against him by the United States as one 
of the sureties of Benoit Laurens, a receiver of 
public moneys; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Judiciary. 

Mr. CASS presented the petition of Freeman 
Blakely, a pensioner of the United States, asking 
an increase of pension; which was referred to the 
Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. C. also presented a memorial of citizens of 
Grand Haven, Michigan, asking the adoption of 
measures for acquiring the right to the free navi- 
gation of the river St. Lawrence; which was re- 
ferred to the Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. SEWARD. I have been requested to pre- || 
sent a memorial of the citizens and residents of the | 
valley of the Rio Grande, in which they represent || 
that it is their desire that all of the section east of | 
the Rio Grande and south of the line of New Mex- || 
ico distinct from the province of ‘Texas, be erected | 
| into a new Territory, to be called the Territory of | 
| the Rio Grande; and they ask the usual forms of 
territorial government. ithaut reading, I ask | 
that it be referred to the Committee on Territories, 
and that it be printed. 

Mr. RUSK expressed the hope that it would be 
printed, together with the names that were attached 
to it. 

The petition was referred, and the question of 
printing was referred to the Committee on Print- 
ing. 


| 
| 
| 
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LAKE HARBORS. 


Mr. DODGE, of Wisconsin. Mr. President, I 
fuesent to the Senate a memorial from Colonel 
Philo White, a most respectable and intelligent 
citizen of Racine, Wisconsin, embodying much 
valuable information and many interesting statis- 
tics upon the subject of lake commerce, and going 
to show the necessity and expediency of construct- 
ing harbors for the preservation of life and property 
on the western shore of Lake Michigan. | move 
yu, sir, that the memorial be referred to the Com- 
mittee on Commerce and printed. 

As the question of printing must go, under our 
rule, to the Committee on Printing, and as the sub- 
ject is one of deep interest to the State which [ in 
part represent, I trust that that committee will re- 
port in favor of printing, and that it may be the 
pleasure of the Senate to order it to be dune. 
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on the 30th day of April, 1849, to the present time, in con- 
sideration of injuries sustained by him in the discharge of bis 
public duties, and which has disable@him for tite. 


The said resolution having been_read a first and 


| Second time, was considered as in Committee of 
the Whole, when its further consideration was 


ik 


postponed until to-morrow. 


| Mr. BERRIEN, from the Committee on the 
1} 


' 


Judiciary, to which was referred the petition’ of 
James Chapman, administrator of Thomas Chap- 
man, submitted a report accompanied by a bill for 
the relief of the legal representatives of the late 
Thomas Chapman, formerly collector of the port 
of Georgetown, South Carolina; which was read 
and passed to the second reading, and the report ac« 
companying the same was ordered to be printed. 

Mr. DODGE, of Wisconsin, from the Commit- 
tee on Commerce, reported a biil toestablish-a col- 
lection district and a port of entry and port of 
delivery in the State of Mississipp1, and for other 
purposes. 

Mr. BALDWIN, from the Committee of Claims, 
to which was referred the petition of Wm. A. 
Duer, submitted an adverse report; which was 
ordered to be printed. 


RESOLUTIONS. 


Mr. BRIGHT submitted the following resolu- 
tion, which lies over one day: 


Resolved, That the Secretary of the Tnterior be directed 
to report to the Senate the number and names of the resp e- 
tive clerks, messengers, and all otlier officers, and the com- 
pensation of each, who bave been employed in bis own 
office (stating also during what period each has been em- 
ployed) sinee the 4th of March, 1859. Also, the laws by 
authority of which they respectively have been ao employed, 
Also, the names and compensation of exch elerk or oer 
officer who has been transterred to bis office from another 
Departwent or office of the Government; when so trans 
ferred, and by what authority. Al-o, whether any clecks 
or other officers are or have been employed in his office who 
are now receiving or have received compensation (while 
employed in his office) as clerks or officers of any of the 
bureaus subordinate to said Secreqry, aad by what authori- 
ty of Congress or otherwise such clerks or officers are or 
have been so employed in his office. 

Mr. BELL submitted the following resolution, 
which, by unanimous consent, was considered and 
agreed to: 

R solved, That the Committee on Pensions inquire into 
the justice and propriety of allowing Cary Blevins, wite of 
Henry Blevins, deceased, who was a suidier of the Revuolu- 
on, a pension 


Mr. BRADBURY submitted the following re- 
solution, which was considered by unanimous con- 
sent, and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Pensions be instructed 
to inquire into the expediency of reporting a bill granting to 
the widow or heirs ot David Linon, a soldier in he war of 
1812, five years’ hall pay. iu lieu of the pension to which he 
would have been entitled, 








On motion by Mr. CORWIN, 


Ordered, That the papers of Cadwalader Wallace be 
taken ‘rom the files and referred to the Committee on Pub- 
lic Lands. 


REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 

Mr. BORLAND, from the Committee on Pen- 
sions, asked that said committee be discharged 
from the further consideyation of the petition of 
citizens of Pennsylvania on the subject of extra pay 

| and bounty land to the soldiers in the last war with 
| Great Britain, and that it be referred to th4€om- 
| mittee on Military Affairs; which motion was 
agreed to. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi, from the Commit- 
tee on Military Affairs, to which was referred the 
petition of C. i. Harrington, asked to be discharged 
from the further consideration of the same, and 
that it be referred to the Committee on Revolu- 
tionary Claims. 

Also, from the same committee, to which was 
referred the joint resolution for restoring the set. 
uement of the three months’ extra pay claims to 
the Accounting officers of the Treasury, reported it 
back without amendment. 

Mr. BUTLER, from the Committee on the Ju- 
| diciary, to which was referred the bill to amend 
certain acts entitled ‘An act to establish the Ter- 
ritorial Government of Oregon,’’ and ‘*An an act 
to establish the Territorial Government of Minne- 
sota,’’ reported it back with a recommendation that 
it do not pass. 

Mr. SHIELDS, from the Committee for the 
District of Columbia, to which was referred the 
| petition of Owen Conmolly, reported the following 

resolution: ~ 


Resolved, That there be paid to Owen Connolly, out of the 
contingent fund, a sum equal to the amount of bis pay from 
the time of his removal as one of the police of the Capitol, 
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Mr. COOPER submitted the following resolu- 
tion, which, by unanimous consent, was consul- 
ered and agreed to: 

Resolved, ‘That the Secretary of the Navy he directed to 
commanicate tothe Senate the number of deaths occurring 
annually in the United States squad:on on the coast of Afri 
ca, the number of men composing the seme, together with 
the annual cost of marntaming 1. Also,an estimate of deatha 
in this squadron compared with the deaths in other »quad- 
rons On foreign stations. 


OBSTRUCTION TO NAVIGATION. 


Mr. KING. Mr. President, | submit the fol- 
lowing resolution: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be instruct- 
ed to inquire into the expediency of making au appropration 
for the removal of the obstructions to the navigation of Pass 
Mauthac, which were placed there by order of Gen. Jack- 
son in 1814, 

The obstructions to which this resolution relates 
were placed there by the order of Gen. Jackson to 
prevent the British from passing to the lakes. 
They have remained there from the year 18/4 to the 
present time, to the great -inconvenience of those 
who wish to navigate the lakes to and from the 
Mississippi; when by opening this pass as it was 
originally, navigators would be able to reach the 
city of Mobile at one-half the expense of what it 
now costs to go round. We have heretofore, on 
many occasions, removed obstructions that have 
been placed in navigable streams by the order of 
the Government, or any of the commanding offi- 
cera; and liberal appropriations have been made 
for that purpose. hope the committee to whom 
I propose to refer this matte: wil look into it as 
early as possible, and that’ their report may be 
such a one as will relieve us from the inconven- 
ience of these obstrgetions in the navigation of the 
Mississippi. While I am up | will make another 
observation. It will y be argued that the 
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removal of these obstructions will be injurious to | with all the care which they can bestow ypon it. year 1831) the General Congress occupied ; 


the interests of some of the planters cultivating | The resolution was then considered and agreed to. || 


the margins of the river; but I suppose it will 
scarceiy be considered that the interests of a few 
planters should prevent the great interests of the 
country from being promoted by restoring the 


navigation of the stream to what it was originally, "| dy My nara aasme — Miami re- || 
| 8s , 
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and before it was blocked up by Gen. Jackson for 
military purposes. I hope the unanimous con- 
sent of the Senate will be granted to the consider- 
ation of the resolution at the present time. 

Mr. DOWNS. Mr. President, this resolution 
relates to a very serious matter, and | hope it will 
not be disposed of without consideration. It re- 
lates to the stopping up of a stream by an officer 
of the United States army many years ago, and 
which has remained blocked up for some thirty 
years. Whatever interests may have existed at 
the time, such important interests have grown up 
in consequence of this public work, thus recog- 
nized by the General Government and by the 
State Government, for so long a time, that I think 
it is a very serious question whether, without the 
consent of the parties whose interests are situated 
on this stream, this Government should now take 
steps that would injure and in part destroy the 
rights which have thus grown up there. 

| know it jsa difficult question. Tiere is a dif- 
ference of opinion, even in the quarter of tife 
country where the obstruction exists. It has been 
frequently agitated in our own Legislature, and 
there has been a great difference of opinion as to 
whether this outlet should be opened, and whether 
the effect of opening it will not be the most effec- 
tual method of preventing the overflows of the 
Mississippi. But whatever plan is to be adopted, 
it should ve adopted with great caution; because 
no man can tell what will be the result. It was 
said some years ago, by one of our most distin- 
grished engineers, that the Mississippi and its 
outlets and inlets, baffled all the skill and all the 
seience of engineering; that it was a stream so 
unusual that science could not be applied to it. 
Our own engineers have in some respects made 
great mistakes, They have constructed works 
which have created serious and injurious conse- 
quences. I do not iise for the purpose of object- 
ing to this resolution, nor do I know that I shall 
finaliy object to the removal of these obstructions. 
I simply wish to call the attention of the Senate to 
the vast importance of the subject, and toexpress 
my hope that there will be some movement made 
to collect information prior to the action of Con- 
gress onthe matter. I do not think that Congress 
18 yet prepared for action on this subject. 

Mr. KING. ‘The gentleman will see that this 
resolution is merely a resolution of inquiry as to 
the propriety of removing these obstructions. 

Sut it is a question whether it is not imperative 
on the Government to remove these obstructions. 
The stipulations are that these navigable streams 
shal! remain open, and shall not be obstructed by 
the State or any other authorities. In conse- 

uence of the- invasion of New Orleans by the 
British, Gen. Jackson caused these obstructions 
to be placed there. But it does not appear to be 
reasonable that, because this obstruction has re- 
mained there for thirty years, we should be de- 
etn of the advantages of this navigation; or 

ecause it may perchance injure the property of 
some individuals, while at the same time it may 
relieve the city of New Orleans from those se- 
rious inundations to which it is subject. Every 
man who has taken the pains to examine tie 
matter, has come to the conclusion that some- 
thing will have to be done to carry off the im- 
mense quantity of water which comes from the 
lakes, and which must necessarily pass by New 
Orleans, in order to gave that city from frequent 
serious inandations, and possibly from ruin. | 
ask for nothing as regards the action of this body 
at the present time, further than to refer the sub- 
ject to the Committee on Commerce for their con- 
sidération, that they may inquire into it as delib- 
erately, calmly, and extensively as possible. 
And, should they come to the conclusion that it 
would be dangerous or injurious to the city of 
New Orleans, | would say that, great as is the 
inconvenience of this obstruction to those east of 
the lakes, | would abandon it. I have no dispo- 
sition to have anything done that would increase 
the danger of injuring the city of New Orleans. 
I trast there will be no objection to its going to 
tne committee, and that they will inquire into it 
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| and obtained leave to bring in a bill to reduce the |! 


| unanimous consent, and referred to the Committee 
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| rely, both in the original language and in an English 


BILLS INTRODUCED ON LEAVE. 
Mr. BRIGHT, in pursuance of notice, asked || 


} 
A bill directing the sale of marsh lands in the |) 


counties of Jay and Adams, in the State of In- 
diana; which were read a first and second time by 


on Public Lands. 
NOTICE OF A BILL. 


Mr. DOUGLAS gave notice of his intention to 
ask leave to introduce a bill to reduce and define 
the limits of the military reservation at the mouth 
of the St. Peter’s, in the Territory of Minnesota, 
and to secure the rights of the actual settlers there- 
on. 





THE COMPROMISE. 


The Senate resumed the consideration of the re- | 
solutions submitted by Mr. Cray, in relation to 


the adjustment of the questions in controversy || 


between the States of the Union arising out of the 

institution of slavery. 
Mr. BENTON. Mr. President: It has been 

affirmed and denied on this floor that slavery was 


| tion to the abolition of slavery, 


Feb. 27, 


with reviewing all the acts of the Presiden Guat 


rera in virtue of the extraordinar 
ferred upon him, and on the 15th of Februm ts 
that year passed a law in relation to them. "he 
law classified the whole of these acts, anny 4 
some classes, confirmed others, and reserved so ” 
for the future revision of the General Cee 
This latter class appears to have comprehend, . 
the decree of the loth September, 1829, in ng 
and was j : 
words: + im 

‘* 9. Todas las leyes, decretos, reglamentos 
‘denes y providencias que en virtud de las ¢;; 
‘ facultades extraordinarias expidi6 el gobier; 
‘son del resorie del poder legislativo, se sujetan 5 
‘la calificacion del Congreso General, quedand, 
| desde ahora sin valor, hasta su revision por |as 
* camaras.’’—p. 38. 

In English: ‘9. All the laws, decrees, regyja. 


» OF- 
adag 
0, y 


| tions, orders, and instructions issued by the Goy. 


‘ernment in virtue of its extraordinary powers 
‘and which are of legislative cognizance, wi|| be 
‘subject to the qualification of the General Coy. 
| ‘gress, remaiging from this time without force 
| ‘until their revision by the chambers,”’ 

| This act is cautiously drawn. It does not ay. 
nul the decree of the 15th of September; it does 





abolished in Mexico. I am one of those who 
affirm its abolition; and I propose now to read 
some passages from Mexican law, for the purpose 
of supporting my opinion. In doing this, I shall 
have recourse to authentic law publications in 
Mexico, and shall produce the laws on which 1 


translation. 1 begin with the decree of the Presi- 
dent Guerrera in 1829, and read from a book which 
was printed in the city of Mexico in the year 1838, 





and which is the eleventh volume of the laws of || 


Mexico, officially published under the orders of 
the Supreme Government. I will read the ude 
page to show its authentic and official character. 
This is it: 

‘* Recopilacion de leyes, decretos, bandos, regla- 
‘mentos, circulares y providencias de los su- 
‘ premos poderes, y otras autoridades de la republica 
‘Mexicana. Formada de orden del Supremo Go- 
* bierno por al lic. Basilio Jose Arrillaga.’’ 

In English this title reads thus: ‘* Collection of 
‘laws, decrees, proclamations, regulations, circu- 
‘lars, and official orders of the supreme powers, 
‘and other authorities of the Mexican republic, 
‘ made by order of the Supreme Government by 
‘the lawyer Basilio José Arrillaga.’’ 

From this title it will be seen that this volume, 
from which I propose to read the decree of 1829, 
is not only authentic and official, but that it is the 
work of a lawyer acting under the orders of the 
Supreme Government, and supposed to know 
what were and what were not the laws of his 
country. With this exposition of the character 
of the work, and its title to credit, | proceed to 
read the decree. It stands thus on page 213, under 
the month of September, 1829: 

** Dia 15.—Decreto del Gobierno en virtud de fi 
‘ cultades estraordinarias. . 

** Wolicion de la esclavitud en la repiblica.—1°. 
‘ Queda abolida la esclavitud en la republica. 2”. 
‘ Son por consiguiente libres los que hasta hoy se 
‘ habian considerado como esclavos. 3°. Cuando 
‘las circumstancias del erario lo permitan, se in- 
‘demnizara a los proprietarios de esclavos en los 
‘terminos que dispusicren las leyes. (Se circulo 
‘el mismo dia por la secretaria de relacionés, y se 
‘ publico en bando de 16.’’) 

In Eneuisu: ** Day 15.—Decree of the Govern- 
‘ment in virtue of extraordinary powers. | 

** Abolition of slavery in the republic.—1°. Slavery | 
‘is abolished in the republic. 2°. Consequently | 
‘ those are free who until now have been considered 
‘as slaves. 3°. When the circumstances of the 
‘treasury permit it, the owners of slaves shall be 
‘indemnified in the manner prescribed by the 
‘laws. (Circulated the same day from the Depart- 
‘ment of Relations, and published in the proclamation 
‘ of the 16th.’’) 

This is the decree of Guerrera, the validity of 
which has been disputed, and not without reason, 
if nothing farther had been done. It was a decree, 
and not a law; and a decree upon a legislative sub- 
i It was an executive decree upon a matter of 
egislation, and its validity was questioned at the 
time. ‘Two years afterwards (ihatis to say, in the 


| 





| not confirm it; itadmits its validity up to that time 
but suspends it until the General Congress should 
/act upon it. This action took place—took place 
| in April, 1837—and I will now read the act which 
was then passed. It is in the same authentic eo). 
lection of the laws of Mexico—Arrillaga’s collec. 
tion—from which I have already read, and js 
volume thirteenth of that collection. At page 
270 of this volume, under date of Apri? 5th, 1337, 
we find this act of the General Congress: 

‘* Dia 5.— Queda abolida la esclavitud en le repud- 
| lica sin excepcion alguna. 
| $§]0, Queda abolida, sin excepcion alguna, |a 
* esclavitud en toda la republica. 2°. Los dueiios 
| §de esclavos manumitidos por la presente ley, ¢ 
| * por el decreto de 15 de Setiembre de 1829, (Re- 
| § copilacion de ese mes, p. 213,) seran indemnizados 
| § del interes de ellos, estimandose este por la califi- 
| ‘cacion que se haga de sus calidades personales; a 
| *cuyo efecto se nombrara un perito por el comi- 
| § sario general, 6 quien haga sus veces, y otro por 
| §el duefio; y en caso de discordia un tercero, que 
| ‘nombrara el alcalde constitucional respectivo, sin 
| ‘que pueda interponerse recurso alguno de esta 
‘determinacion.. La indemnizacion de que habla 
‘ este articulo, no tendra lugar respecto de os co- 
‘lonos de Texas que hayan tomado parte en la 
‘ revolucion de aquel departamiento.’’ (Se circule 
“en el mismo dia por el ministerio del interior y se 
* publicd en bando de 7.) 

In Eneuisu: **Day 5.—Slavery is abolished in 
the Republic, without any*exceplion. 
. ©]. Slavery is abolished, without any excep- 
‘tion, in the whole Republic. 2. The masiers of 
‘slaves manumitted by the present law, or by the 


| lacion, of that month, p. 213,) shall be indemoi- 
‘ fied for their value, (del interes de ellos,) accord- 
| * ing to the estimate which shall be made of their 
* personal qualities; to which effect there shall be 
‘named a competent person (un perio) by the 
‘commissary general, or whoever occupies his 
‘ place, and another by the master; and in case of 
‘ disagreement a third, who shall be named by the 
‘respective constitutional alcalde, without any 
‘recourse from this determination. The indem- 
‘ nification of which this article speaks, shall not 
‘ have operation with respect to those colonists of 
‘Texas, who may have taken part in the revolu- 
‘tion of that department. (Circulated the same day 
‘by the Minister of the Interior, and published 
‘ proclamation of the 7th.)”” 

This act of the General Congress is a full con- 
firmation of the Presidential decree of September, 
1829, and that without reference to the meaning 0! 
the verb ** queda,’’ twice used, and which siguilies 
literally ‘* remains.’? The literal translation would 
be, * remains abolished,” &c., which would 
| imply that it had been abolished before. I trans: 
| late it idiomatically, and as equivalent to “4s; 

but consider it of no im ce here, as the law 
| expressly confirms the abolition decree of Guet- 


rera. 
Thus far we have a decree, disputed, abolishing 

slavery in Mexico, and a law, not«\isputable, cot 

firming that decree; and here [ might stop; but 








| § decree of the 15th of September, 1829, (Recopi- , 
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e requires me to go on, and I uce other 
oh ~ stil higher than that which I have quoted, 
I allude to the constitution of the Republic of || 
Mexico of the year 1843. I have a copy of the || 
Mexican constitution of that year—an authentic 
copy—printed under the license which the law re- 
yires. For, to avoid errors in the editions of that 
jndamental law, it is forbid, by law, to be re- 

d except by the rmission of the Supreme 

printe pt by pe P 
Government or of the General Congress. This 
copy was printed in the city of Mexico the 12th 
day of June 4§843—the day of the signature and 
romulgation of the constitution—and bears its 
quthorization Upon its title page. I consider it 
suthentic, and produce itas such; and in article 9, 
title 2, of this constitution, and under the head 
which treats of the rights of the inhabitants of the 
Republic, and at the head of the enumeration of 
those rights, stands this declaration: 

«}, Ninguno es esclavo en el territorio de la 
tnacion, y el que se introduzca se considerara en 
‘la clase de libre, quedando bajo la proteccion de 
‘Jas leyes.”” 

In English: ** 1. No oneis slave in the territory 
‘of the nation, and any introducted shall be con- 
‘sidered free, and shall be under the protection of 
‘the laws.’ 

This is the declaration of the constitution of 
Mexico, and applies both to the present and the 
future. It declares that there are no slaves in the 
territory of the nation, and if any are brought in 
they shall be free. This is surely enough—enough 
to satisfy all minds, that slavery has been abol- 
ished in Mexico, and that there is not the least 
ground for fearing, or hoping, that it can ever exist 
in California or ‘New Mexico by virtue of Mexi- 
canlaw. Itis enough, I think; but I have more 
authority yet, and will produce it, though a work 
of supererogation. For this is a case to multiply 
authorities until doubt is extinguished—to heap 
upand pile up—to put Pelion upon Ossa—antil 
all beneath is crushed into atoms and expunged 
from view. Behold this formidable quarto ! [hold- 
ing upalarge book.} It is a Spanish law dic- 
tionary, printed in Madrid, reprinted in Mexico, 
gone through several editions i in each country, and 
authority in both. It is che law dictignary of 
Escriche, in Spain, and of San Miguel, in Mexico; 
and here is one, and there is the other. The 
Spanish edition is full upon the subject of slaves 
and slavery: the Mexican reprint of the same 
work (1837) omits the definitions, and says, under 
the head ** esclavitud,’’ it is not necessary to oe- 
cupy acouple of columns with slavery and the 
slave trades-that the trade was abolished by 
treaty with Great Britain, and slavery itself by 
the laws of the republic—and then speaks of 
Guerrera’s decree of 1829, and of the confirmatory 
act of 1837, in these words: 

“El decreto de 15 de Setiembre de 1829, did 
‘libertad 2 los esclavos que ya existen en la re- 
‘piiblica, bajo indemnizacion 4 sus duenos 6 
‘poseedores para que no apareciese atacada la 
‘propiedad: y Gltimamente en Abril de 1837, se ha 
‘publicada nueva ley sobre abolicion de la escla- 

‘vitud.”” 

In English: ‘* The decree of the 15th of Septem- 
‘ber, 1829, gave liberty to the slaves then in the 
‘republic, with indemnity to their owners or pos- 
‘sessors, that property might not seem to be at- 

‘tacked: and finally, in April, 1837, a new law 
‘had been published on the abolition of savery.’ 

This is the historical account of the abolition of 
slavery in Mexico, The reprint was in the year 
1837, and therefore could not mention the consti- 
utional declaration of 1843. The law dictionary 
of Escriche, and its reprint with notes and additions 
by San Miguel, to adapt it to the Mexican juris- 
prudence, are of as high authority in Spain, and in 
the American States of Spanish origin, as the law 
dictionary of Jacob is with us. 

I quote no more upon this head. I think every 

one must see that slavery was abolished through- 
outthe Mexican territory before the cession of 
California and New Mexico to the United States, 
and that slavery cannot exist there now by virtue 
of Mexican law. This is.as far as I propose to go 
Upon that point at present. I limit myself to 
showing its abolishment, by Mexican law, before 
we acnuired the countries; and thatis enough, in 
MY Opinion, to show the Wilmot proviso, in rela- 
lion to these countries, to be a thing 


of nothing— 
&n empty provision—a cloud without reie--veeiae 
it be a rain of blood. > 
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~ But there is another view of this point which I 
mean to touch, and that is, to show that African 
| slavery never did exist in Mexico in the form that | 
it now exists in any State of this Union; that there } 
were differences in the Mexican law while it ex- | 
isted, and that to such a degiee that it nearly pre- 
vented slavery in Mexico; and that, if that law 
was now in full force in New Mexico and Califor- 
nia, nota single slaveholder in any State of this 
Union would carry a slave there except to set him 
free. These differences went to the facilities and i « 
the rights of manumission, and arose from the op- 
per? policy of the two countries; in the United 

tates to discourage emancipation, in Mexico to |. 
} 





promote it. To. show these differences I will read 
from Humboldt’s essay on New Spain, and from || 
the law dictionary of Escriche. 1 use Humboldt || 
first, and read from the Paris, quarto edition, of || 
1808: | 

** D’ailleurs, les esclaves, qui heureusement se || 


‘comme dans toutes les possessions espagnoles, | 
‘un peu plus protégé par les lois que les ntgres qui 
‘habitent les colonies des autres nations euro- 

* péenes> Ces lois sont toujours interprétées en | 
* faveur de la liberté. Le Gouvernement désire voir | 
e ‘augmenter le nombre des affranchis. Un esclave | 

‘qui par son industrie, s’est procuré quelque argent, | 

* peut forcer son maitre de |’affranchir en lui 

payant la somme modique de 1,500 ou 2,000 livres. 
Ta liberté ne sauroit étre refusée au négre sous 


* qu'il ppsséde un talent particulier pour exercer | 
*un métier lucratif. Un esclave qui a éé cruelle- 
‘ment maltraité, acquiert par la méme son affran- | 
‘chisement d’aprés Ja loi, si toutesfois le juge || 
‘embrasse la cause del’opprimé. On concoit que 

‘cette loi bienfuisante doit étre bien souvent éludée. 
*J’ai vu cependant a a Mexique méme, au mois de 

* juillet, 1803, l’example de deux négresses 4 qui 
‘ le magistrat qui fait les fonctions d’ alcalde de corte, 
‘donna la liberté, parceyue leur maitresse, une 
‘dame native des iles, les avoit couvertes de bles- | 
‘ seures faites avec des ciseaux, des épingles et des | 
‘ canifs.”’—Page 133-4. 

**Le royaume de la Nouvelle Espagne est, de | 
‘ toutes les colonies des Européens sous la zone || 
‘torride, celle dans la quelle il ya le moins de | 
‘négres. On peut presque dire qu’il n’y a point || 
‘ desclaves. On parcourt toute la ville de Mexico 
‘sans trouver un visage noir. Le service d’aucune || 
‘maison ne s’y fait avec des esclaves. Sous ce || 

‘ point de vue surtout, le Mexique offre un con- || 





* Caraccas.”—Page 130. 
In English: ** Mereaver, the slaves, who hap- | 

' ‘ pily find themselves in very small number in | 
exico, are there, as in all the Spanish posses- | 

* sions, a little more protected by the laws than || 
‘the negroes who inhabit the colonies of other | 
‘ European nations. The laws are always inter- || 
‘ preted in favor of liberty, The Government de- | 
‘sires to see the number of enfranchised augment- |. 
‘ed. A slave who, by his industry, may have || 
‘ procured money, can compel his master to en- | 
i 


| 
‘ franchise him by paying him the moderate sum || 
‘of 1,500 or 2,000 livres.* Liberty cannot be re- || 
s refused a negro under the pretext that he cost the | 
‘triple in purchasing him, or that he possesses a | 
‘ special talent for exercising a lucrative trade. A || 
‘slave who has been cruelly maltreated acquires || 
‘thereby his enfranchisement according to the 
‘law, provided always the judge embraces the || 
‘cause. of the oppressed. One may conceive that | 
‘this beneficent law is often eluded. 1 saw, never- | 
‘theless, in Mexico itself, in the month of July, | 
‘1803, the example of two negresses to whom the | 
‘magistrate who exercised the functions of alcalde | 
‘ of the court, gave their liberty, because their mis- | 
‘ tress, a native woman of the islands, had covered || 
‘them with wounds made with scissors, pins, and | 
‘ knives.”’—Page 133-4. 

“The kingdom of New Spain is, of all the colo- 
‘nies of the Europeans under the torrid zone, that || 
‘in which there are the fewest negroes; one may | 

‘almost say that there are no slaves. One may go | 
‘all over the city of Mexico without meeting a 


‘black face. No house is there served with slaves. || 


‘Under this point of view, above all, Mexico || ¢ 


‘ offers a great contrast with Havana, with Lima, || 
‘and Caraccas.’’— Page 130. \| 


I will now read from Escriche, who, as a law | | 


* $300 to g400, > 





Part. 4. 


* prétexte qu’il a couté le triple en ac he. ant, ou || ¢ 


| ‘cero con objeto de darle libertad. 


* traste bien grand avec la Havane, avec Lima et || ‘ 
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writer, is more full and precise, and shows such a 
multitude of cases in which a slave could easily 
| Obtain or actually force his freedom, that, under 
such laws, in a country where slaves were of any 
value, no man would or could hold them. I ready 








_from the dictionary, under the words, Esclavo, 


Esclavitud: 

‘‘ El sefior hace suyo todo cuanto ganan y 
‘adquieren por cualquier titulo sus esclavos; y si 
‘los pusiere al frente de tienda, nave G otro cual- 

* quiere establecimiento, queda obligado & guardar 

‘y cumplir los contratos que hicieren, como si é 
‘mismo hubiese intervenido en ellos. "— Ley 7, 
tit. 21, Part. 4 

«8 seflur que fuere mayor de catorce ailos 

‘ puede dar libertad 4 su esclavo en testamento; y 
‘el que fuere mayor de veinte puede darsela en 
‘ instrumento, 6 ante el juez, 6 bien ante amigos, 
‘con asistencia de cinco testigos; mas el minor 


| ‘de veinte y mayor de diez y siete puede darla 
‘ trouvent en trés-petit nombre au Mexique, y sont, || ‘ 


ante el juez con otorgamiento de su curador, a 
‘su hijo habido en esclava, @ su padre, madre, 
‘hermano y maestro, 4 su nodriga, @ la persona 
* que le hubiere criado, 4 la que hubiese criado el 
‘mismo, y & su hermano de leche, al siervo que le 
¢ hubiese librado de muerte 6 de deshonra, al que 
‘ quisiere hacer administrador extrajudicial de sus 


| * cosas siendo de diez y siete aiios, y a la esclava 


‘con quien tratare de casarse.”—Ley 1, ti. 22, 
**Si dos 6 mas sefores tuvieren un esclavo, 
puede libertarlo cualquiera de ellos, dando 4 los 
‘ otros el justo precio de la parte que 4 cada uno 
‘ correspondiente; y aun puede comprarlo un ter- 
"SLey 2, tit. 
22, Part 4. 

** Merece la libertad el esclavo en los cuatro 
‘ casos siguientes: 1°, Si delatase al raptor 6 forza- 
‘dor de muger virgen: 2”. Si descubriese al que 
*hace moneda falsa: 3°. Si_descubriese al gefe 


| * militar que abandoné su puesto: 4°. Si acusare 


‘al homicida de su sefior, 6 vengare su muerte, 6 
*‘ descubriere traicion contra al rey Gel remo. En 
‘los tres primeros casos debe e! rey dar el precio 
‘de esclavo & su duefiv.’’—Ley 3, tit. 22, Part. 4. 

**Si el duefio prostituyere pUblicamente 4 su 
‘esclava, queda esta libre por el mismo hecho, y 
‘no puede aque! recobrar ni tener derecho algung 
* sobre ella.’’—Ley 4, tit. 22, Part. 4. 

** Adquiere par fin libertad el esclavo, por el ma- 
‘trimonio que contrajere con persona libre, 6 por 
‘las 6rdenes sagradas que recibiere, con noticia y 
* consentimiento de su sefior; como tambien por la 
prescripcion, cuando con buena fé se tratare como 


| ‘libre por diez afios en la tierra donde mora su 
_  seflor 6 por veinte en otra, 6 sin buena fé por es- 


* pacio de treinta.’’— Leyes 5,6, and 7, tit. 22, Part. 4. 

In English : ‘The master makes his own what- 
‘ever his slaves gain and acquire, by whatever 
‘title; and if he puts them at the head of a shop, 
* stall, or other establishment whatsoever, he shall 
‘be obliged to attend to and fulfill all contracts 
‘they muy make, as if himself had entered into 
* them.”"—Law 7, tit. 21, Part 4. 

“The master who may be above the age of 
‘fourteen years may liberate his siave by testa- 
‘ment; and he who may be above the age of 
‘twenty, may liberate him by instruments or be- 
‘fore the judge, or even before friends, with the 
‘aid of five witnesses; moreover, the minor of 
* twenty and over sixteen, may give liberty, with 


| ‘consent of his guardiar, to hia child had by a 


*slavé woman, to his father, mother, brother, 


|*and teacher, or to his nurse, or to the person 


‘who shall have brought him up, or whom he 
‘shall have brought up, and to his foster-brother, 
| *to the servant who may have saved him from 
| *death or from dishonor, to him whom he may 
‘wish to make extrajudicial administrator of his 
‘ goods, being of seventeen years, and to the slave 
‘woman with whom he may propose to marry.”— 
| Law 1, tit. 22, Part4. .« 
“If two or more masters have a slave, either of 
‘them may liberate him, giving to the others the 
* just price which belongs to each; and even a third 
‘party may purchase him for the purpose of set- 
| * ting him free.”’—Law 2, til. 22, Part 4. 
** The slave shall deserve his liberty in the four 
| following cases: 1. If he shall inform on the 
‘ravisher or forcer of a Virgin woman; 2. If he 
‘discovers the maker of false money; 3. If he 
| * shall doseoes a military chief who abandons his 
|| ‘post; 4. If he shall inform on the murderer of 
| * his master, or shall avenge his death, or diaeover 
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* treason against the king or the kingdom. In the 
‘three first cases the king shall give the price of 


‘the slave to his master "’—Law 3, tit. 22, Part. 4. | 


“If the master publicly prostitutes his slave 
# woman, she is thereby freed, and he cannot re- 
‘cover her, or have any right over her.’’—Law 4, 
tit. 22, Part 4. 

Finally, a slave will acquire his liberty by 
‘ contracting matrimony with a free person, or by 
‘receiving sacred orders, with the knowledge 
‘and conseat of his master; as likewise by pre- 
‘scription, when in good faith he shall be called a 
‘free man for ten years in the country where his 
* muster lives, or for twenty years in unother, or 
‘without good faith for the space of thirty.”— 
Laws 5, 6, 7, tit. 22, Part 4. 

1 conclude thik exposition of Mexican law in 
relation to slavery by producing the definition of 
tiat word in Spanish law.. For this purpose I 
quote from the same law dictionary, Escriche, 
where we find it thus: “* Esclavitud: El estado de 
* un hombre que es propriedad de iro contra el derecho 
‘natural.”” In English: “ Slavery: the condition 
* of a man who is the property of another against natu- 
‘ral right”? 1 quote this definition for the pur- 
pose of showing that, under the laws of Spain, in 
force in Mexico, slavery was held to be against 


natural right—therefore not derived from nature, | 


or divine law, but founded in municipal law, and 
only existing by positive enactment—and, by con- 
sequence, that no argument in favor of slavery in 
New Mexico or California as an institution of 
divine origin, or of any origin in any place, inde- 
pendent of, positive law, can derive any counte- 
nance from Spanish law. Further than this | do 
not go at present. I limit myself to the three 
points, which, I believe, | have established: first, 
that slavery was abolished in California and New 
Mexico before we acquired those countries ; sec 


ondly, that, even if not abolished, no person would || 
carry a slave to these countries to be held under | 


such law; thirdly, that no slavery can hereafter 


exist in either of those countries, except by virtue || 


of positive law, yet to be passed. The practical 


application which I make of this exposition of | 


luw is, that the proviso of which we have heard 
go much is-of no force whatever—unnecessary in 
ay pomt of view—and of no more effect, if 
passed, than a piece of blank paper pasted on the 
statute book, 

Mr. RUSK then addressed the Senate for an 
hour, mainly on the subject of the boundary of 
Texas, and then gave way for a motion to adjourn; 
and the Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tuurspar, February 28, 1850. 
The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 
SOUTH CAROLINA VOLUNTEERS. 


Mr. BURT said thet he believed the State of | 


South Carolina had not offered ei her a bill ora 
resolution during the present seasion. He held in 
his hand a resolution relating to the claim of that 


State against the United States for money paid to || 


her yolunteers who served in the Florida war 
under @n act of Congress. 
lution of inquiry. 


lt was a mere reso- 
He asked that it might be 


adopted, that the subject might be referred to the | 


appropriate committee, 

The SPEAKER said, if no objection was 
made, the resolution would be read for informa- 
tion. 


The resolution was read and adopted, as follows: | 
Res tvet, That the Committee on Mitimry Affairs bein- || 


eteucted to inquire inte the justice and propriety of refund- 
ing to the State of South Carohwa the money paid by that 
Stite to her troops who served in the Fiurida war, aud that 
they report by bill or ok erwise. 


CALIFORNIA. 


Mr. PRESTON KING rose to inquire of the 
Speaker, whether the bill introduced into the 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union, by the gentleman from Wisconsin, (Mr. 
Dory,] for the admission of the State of California 
isto the Union, had been ordered to be printed? y 


The SPEAKER said, the bill had not been or. | 


dered to be printed. 
Mr. KING. Then I move that it be printed. 
Mr. McLANE, of Maryland, expressed the 


hope that the accompanying amendment would 
also be ordered to be printed. 


ii 
| 


|| The SPEAKER said that he had already an- 


it 
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| the bill and amendment would be ordered to be 
printed. 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Mississippi, desired to 
be informed whether this bili in any shape or 
form was before the committee ? 

The SPEAKER said, the bill and amendment 
were in Committee of the Whole on the state of 
the Union, and, by unanimous consent, they could 
be ordered to be printed for the use of the House, 
If no objection was made the order would be 

iven. 

Mr. THOMPSON said, he would not make the 
point about it, but it was an unusual course of pro- 
ceeding. 

The bill and amendment were then ordered to 
be printed. 

AMERICAN HEMP. 

Mr. GERRY, from the Committee on Naval 
Affairs, (vy consent,) submitted the views of the 
minority of that committee upon the memorial of 
George M. Billings; which was laid on the table 
and ordered to be printed, with the report of said 
committee. 

The SPEAKER said that the business first in 
| order during the morning hour, was the joint res- 
olution heretofore reported from the Committee on 
Naval Affairs, and the amendment thereto, in rela- 
| lon to the purchase of water-rotied hemp for the 

use of the navy; and the pending question was on 
the motion to refer the same to the Committee of 
the Whole on the state of the Union. 

Mr. GERRY said it would be seen by the read- 
ing of the amendment he proposed yesterday, that 
he had used the word diameter. He had incor- 
rectly used that word at the suggestion of a mem- 
ber of the committee. The correct word was 
circumference. He therefore wished the word 
circumference to be substituted for the word di- 
ameter. 

The SPEAKER said the correction would be 
made. 

THE PATENT OFFICE. 


Mr. WHITE said that he had had in his pos- 
session for several days an application to the 
|| House for an investigation into the contracts for 
| building the Patent Office. He asked leave, in 
connection with the subject, to offer a resolution 
of reference. 

Mr. WALLACE insisted on the regular order 
| of business. 
| And the House passed thereto. 


‘ AMERICAN HEMP. 


nounced the regular order of business. 

Mr. STRONG said that he believed the motion 
to refer the bill and amendment to the Committee 
|| of the Whole on the state of the Union was de- 
|| batable. 
|| The SPEAKER said it was debatable to a 
limited extent. The debate must be confined to 
|| the question of reference. 

‘| Mr. STRONG was about to proceed with his 
| remarks, but vielded to 

Mr. BOWLIN, who inquired of the Speaker 
whether the amendment had been agreed to? 

The SPEAKER. The amendment has been 
|| offered only, not adopted. The question is on 
the motion to refer to the Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union; and until that question 
has been decided, the House cannot act on the bill 
or on the amendment. 

Mr. STRONG then proceeded with his remarks: 

He said: |] regret that the motion to refer this 
resolution to the Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union prevents me from a full discus- 
sion of its merits. But as the motion has been 
made I am in favor of its adoption. It must not 
| be forgotten, that when this resolution was reported 
|, by the Committee on Naval Affairs, another was 
| also reported directing the Secretary of the Navy 
‘7 to efter into contract with George W. Billings for 
|| the purchase of American water-rotted hemp. 
|| This last resolution was referred to the Committee 
| of the Whole, and now we are asked to pass this, 
_ which is utterly inconsistent with the one already 

referred. For, if the Secretary of the Navy is di- 
| rected to purchase in open market wherever he 
| may please, all the hemp needed, then none will 
/ remam to be furnished by Mr. Billings, if a tvon- 


| tract should be awarded to him. The House 
‘| should know the facts connected with this transae- 
The SPEAKER said, if there was no objection || tion. In 1848 a joint resolution was passed, author- | 





Feb. 98, 


izing the Navy Department to contract for all the 
American water-rotted hemp needed for the na 
for a period of five years, at a price not exceed) 
two hundred and forty-one dollars per ton whict 
was the average price before that time paid for fo 
eign hemp. Under this resolution the Secreta ; 
of the Navy advertised for proposals. In angy 
to these proposals various bids were made jn . 
cordance with the terms of the advertisement - 
bidders graduating the prices asked during the five 
coe They demanded a certain sum for he 
emp needed during the first yea@® a less gy 
for the hemp needed the second year, and go a: 
reducing the price from year to yearduring the 
entire period. George W. Billings was the low. 
est bidder, and, therefore, in accordance with 
every principle of law, of justice, and of good 
faith, was entitled to the contract, Instead, how. 
ever, of awarding it to him, the Secretary of the 
Navy submitted the case to the Attorney General 
and that officer returned an_opinion, now on file 


among the records of the Government, that the * 


bid of Mr, Billings was illegal, because the prices 
asked during the different years were graduated 
and the bidder had not calculated the average— 
most extraordinary opinion to come from the chief 
law-officer of the Government. Sir, there is not g 
gentleman in this House, whether he be a lawyer 
or not, who would not utterly repudiate such an 
opinion. ‘The bid is not a good one, argues the 
Attorney General, because it imposes upon the 
Navy Department the necessity of calculating what 
the average price would be during the five years— 
a calculation which should have been made by the 
bidder. In other words, and in plain English, if 
man bid at public sale twice twenty dollars for a 
horse, the bid is illegal, because it imposes upon 
the seller the Inbor of multiplying twenty by two, 
Relying upon this opinion, the Secretary of the 
Navy refused to award the contract to Mr. Billings, 
and the subject was brought before this House, 
The Committee upon Naval Affairs, to which it 
was referred, was, as I understand, unanimously of 
opinion that the position of the Attorney General 
was untenable, that Mr. Billings was entitled to the 
contract, and that in good faith it should have been 
awardedsto him. They, therefore, reported a res- 
olution directing the Secretary of the Navy so to 


award it. At the same time they reporf the resolu- ' 


tion now before us. The first has been referred tothe 
Committee of the Whole, and this should take the 
same direction. It is obvious that both should be 
considered and acted upon together, and as the one 
has been referred the other should have a like refer- 
ence. Sir, Lam not interested, nor are my con- 
stituents, directly in these hemp purchases; but we 
are interested in requiring that the Government 
should observe good faith towards all those who 
have dealings with it. Good faith most undenia- 
bly requires that the proposal made by Mr. Bil- 
lings should be accepted, and that the contract 
should be awarded to him. To refuse it on the 
authority of such an opinion as the one of which I 
have spoken, would be bad faith. 
the passage of this resolution directing the Secre- 
tary of the Navy to purchase all the hemp needed 
from whomsoever he may choose, would be an un- 
worthy subterfuge. I trust, therefore, that the res- 
olution will be referred, and that we shall not, by 


its passage, render the Government justly obnox- 


ious to the charge of having violated that faith 
which is due to every citizen with whom it may 
have business transactions. 

Mr. MOREHEAD desired to make a short ex- 
planation before the vote was taken on the motion 
to refer the resolution under consideration to the 
Committee of the Whole. He feared it would be 
tantamount to its defeat. Its effect, at all events, 
would be, for the present at least, to take out of 
the hands of the producers. of western hemp, the 
privilege which it is conceded they ought to have, 
of furnishing the Government w.th all it may 
need. The resolution proposes but a slight change 
in the existing law on this subject. That chan 
is in giving to the Secretary of the Navy the right 
to purchase the hemp; the Government may re 
quire an open market, and to confine him in his 
purchases to American hemp alone under certain 
restrictions, No other change whatever is pro 
posed. A proposition so reasonable, he bad 
hoped would be permitted to be passed without 
further reference. It had been maturély consid- 
ered by the Committee on Naval Affairs, and they 
had recommended that it should be put on its pa 
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